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I. PROGRAM BACKGROUND AND REPORT INTRODUCTION 

This draft report is part of Task 2 of the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) Transit 
Bus Safety Program (Program). Task 2 seeks to identify and analyze the Federal, state, 
local and institutional regulations and oversight requirements that exist regarding transit 
bus safety. 

The Program was initiated by the FTA in response to a 1998 National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) special investigation report entitled “Transit Bus Safety Oversight” 
(PB98-917006, NTSB/SIR-98/03). The document was the result of findings from 
investigations and a subsequent public hearing in March 1998 concerning several high-
profile transit bus accidents in the United States. The NTSB report observed that there is 
a lack of consistency among the states regarding oversight of transit bus safety and, as 
discussed above, there is currently no overall Federal regulatory structure guiding the 
oversight of transit bus safety. 1 Consequently, NTSB recommended that the U.S. DOT, 
the American Public Transit Association (APTA), the Community Transportation 
Association of America (CTAA) and the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) “develop…a model comprehensive safety 
program(s) and provide it to all transit agencies.”  The goal of the recommendations was 
to encourage the creation of a menu of suggested threshold transit bus safety standards 
and practices that not only could the large bus agencies in the U.S. practicably 
implement, but smaller bus operations as well. 

As one can infer from the NTSB report, there is little tolerance for life-threatening 
accidents in the public common-carriage industry. While the transit bus industry is vastly 
safer in comparison to other forms of transportation, for various reasons, there is no doubt 
that public transit is subject to greater scrutiny in the eyes of the public. Yet, however 
excellent the safety record of the transit bus industry may be, it is incumbent upon transit 
agencies in the United States to provide the safest possible form of carriage that is 
economically feasible with public funds. 

The Program Task 2 is the first step in developing a recommended model program that 
would help to ensure the safety and security of transit bus passengers in the United States 
and its territories. Part I of this report, “Federal Regulatory Oversight and Industry 
Initiatives for Public Transit Safety,” will identify and review transit bus safety 
regulations promulgated by the FTA, FMCSA, the Natio nal Highway Safety 
Administration (NHSTA), and discuss the roles of organizations such as the NTSB, 
APTA, and CTAA in transit bus safety. Part II, “State Statutes and Regulations,” will 
document and review all state legislation on transit bus safety in the U.S. and its 
territories. The objective of this part is to gather and document all relevant statutes, 
regulations and practices from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Marianas. Finally, Part III will provide a review of unique local transit bus 

1 Additional information on the NTSB report can be found on page 15. 
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safety regulations and practices. All the research and documentation performed in this 
task was conducted with the cooperation and assistance of APTA, CTAA and AASHTO. 
Ultimately,  Federal, State, Local & Industry Oversight will be a resource for subsequent 
Program tasks including: 

• Development of a Model Transit Bus safety Program (Task 3) 
• Development of Public and Private Advocacy Partnerships (Task 4) 
• Development of Technical Assistance Projects/Best Practices (Task 5). 

It is critical to stress that the goal of the Program is NOT to create a bus analogue to the 
rail fixed-guideway state safety oversight program (49 CFR Part 659). Rather, the 
purpose of this initiative is to compare and contrast current approaches to bus safety 
regulation and oversight in the United States and its territories. Ultimately, potential 
models for a national framework will be presented that could provide transit bus safety 
practice guidance to either large or small transit bus entities. While the categories of 
analysis for the study are drawn from the template of the rail oversight regulations, the 
Program fully acknowledges the fundamental differences between the rail and transit bus 
modes. Therefore, any eventual consideration of potential models for the guidance of 
transit bus safety will take into account the needs unique to transit bus operations. 

Finally, for the purposes of the Program and this report, the term “transit bus” refers to 
an operator that receives public transportation funding, and will include the following 
modes: 

1. Fixed-route bus, including Electric Trolley Bus 
2. Demand-response vehicles 
3. Intercity bus 

This report’s scope of inquiry includes privately owned vehicles that receive Federal 
funding, however its primary concern is the generally unregulated, publicly owned 
transit buses. 

II. SUMMARY OF TRANSIT BUS SAFETY REGULATIONS AND OVERSIGHT 

Transit bus safety operations are subject to very limited Federal safety regulation for 
narrowly defined areas including those of FTA: Bus Testing, Drug and Alcohol Testing, 
Triennial Reviews, Americans with Disabilities Act, etc. The FMCSA specifically 
exempts governmental entities from its jurisdiction. Transit industry initiatives focus on 
voluntary self-assessment of bus system operations and management, and programs of 
information dissemination, technical assistance and guidance. Both APTA and CTAA 
include safety considerations in their many activities and are active participants of the 
FTA Transit Bus Safety Program. In general, APTA sponsors the Bus Safety 
Management Program and represents the larger systems including the multimodal 
agencies whose bus systems tend to be fixed route served with full sized buses. CTAA 
promotes the Transit Safety Plus Program and generally serves smaller, including rural, 
communities and includes many paratransit operations that utilize smaller vehicles in a 
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demand responsive mode. Part I fully describes Federal regulations and industry 
oversight of transit bus safety. 

In reviewing transit bus safety regulations and oversight at the state level, it was found 
that relatively little has changed since the 1986 UMTA report was published. Florida and 
Colorado have distinguished themselves, however, by initiating very robust safety 
programs. All states have at least two agencies with some responsibilities for transit bus 
safety including the State DOT and the State Police. All jurisdictions have basic 
requirements for compliance to transit vehicle and equipment safety standards and have 
adopted the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSR) mandating periodic 
inspections for its intrastate carriers. Fifteen states have laws that are applicable to 
publicly owned vehicles and twenty-five jurisdictions have vehicle inspection programs. 
The others rely on self- inspections or inspections done by local garages and facilities. A 
comprehensive review of all state and territory regulations and oversight of transit bus 
safety is summarized in Part II. 

A survey was conducted to identify any localities that have transit bus safety 
requirements that are more restrictive than those imposed at the Federal or state levels, 
but little was found. It is recognized that all transit operating agencies have policies, 
procedures and rules that influence operating and maintenance functions, including 
safety-critical activities, and local external requirements are scarce. Where requirements 
do exist, they are typically limited to the approval of streets on which buses may operate, 
the location of bus stops, the speed limit of transit vehicles on exclusive rights of way, 
and, in San Francisco, the clearance of trolley bus overhead wires. 

The only additional source of transit bus safety oversight found to exist below the state 
government level was related to insurance pools. These are typically private associations 
operated for the benefit of their members. While they allow for economies of scale in the 
purchase of insurance, several also have extens ive programs to improve safety awareness 
and practices through technical assistance and incentive programs. Additional 
information on insurance pools and a summary of local regulations is included in Part III. 
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PART I:


Federal Regulatory Oversight and Industry 

Initiatives for Public Transit Safety
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This section describes Federal regulations and industry oversight that may be directly or 
indirectly applicable to a model transit bus safety program including those of the 
following agencies: 

• Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
• National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
• National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). 

There are numerous publicly-funded research and technical assistance programs directed 
at the transit bus industry on a variety of topics, including safety. While these programs 
will be referenced, as appropriate, for other elements of the Program, there is no attempt 
to describe them here, since they do not relate directly to safety regulations and oversight. 
Two training programs funded in whole or in part by the FTA are described and include: 

• Transportation Safety Institute (TSI) 
• National Transit Institute (NTI) 

The missions and programs of several private bus, transit industry and other private 
organizations are briefly presented, and those related to safety are described in detail. 
They include: 

• American Public Transportation Association (APTA) 
• Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) 
• American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
• American Bus Association (ABA) 
• United Motorcoach Association (UMA) 
• Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) 
• National Safety Council (NSC) 

APTA, CTAA and AASHTO are increasingly collaborating with each other, have made a 
commitment to support the Program, and are providing assistance in implementing this 
task. 

The focus of the Program is on system safety and security including personnel, 
operational and maintenance issues. Issues related to occupational and environmental 
safety regulations, under the jurisdiction of the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), respectively, 
are not being addressed as part of this effort. 
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II. FEDERAL REGULATION AND OVERSIGHT 

A. Federal Transit Administration 

FTA is one of the modal administrations within the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
FTA provides leadership, technical assistance and financial resources for safe, 
technologically advanced public transportation to enhance mobility and accessibility, 
improve the nation’s communities and natural environment and strengthen the national 
economy. The FTA provides financial assistance to public transit agencies throughout 
the country through its grant programs. In addition, as identified below, the FTA has 
certain safety mandates that grantees must meet. In general, FTA’s primary enforcement 
mechanism to assure compliance with its regulations is the withholding of Federal transit 
funds. 

1. Investigation of Safety Hazards 

• 49 USC § 5329 

Requirements: Section 5329 provides FTA with the discretionary authority to 
investigate a condition in equipment, a facility, or an operation receiving an FTA 
grant if the FTA believes that the condition may cause a serious hazard of death or 
injury. The purpose of the investigation is to determine the nature and extent of the 
condition and how to correct it. If the FTA determines that the condition causes a 
hazard: 

a.	 FTA must require that the grant recipient submit a Corrective Action Plan, 
and; 

b.	 FTA may withhold further financial assistance until a plan is approved and 
carried out. 

Notes: Section 5329 evolved from its predecessor legislation, the National Mass 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1974. Section 107 of that Act, however, provided 
that the “Secretary shall investigate unsafe conditions.” The discretionary power 
the Secretary presently wields under the current legislation is derived from section 
22 of the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964 (added by section 318(b) of the 
Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982) that eliminated the Secretary’s 
requirement to investigate potentially hazardous conditions. 

Although this section provides the Federal government with safety-related 
investigatory authority, it has been used only in three safety investigations (one 
pursuant to section 107, two to section 22) and one safety review (section 5329) 
since 1974. Moreover, while section 5329 provides broad discretionary authority 
for all modes, including transit bus, it is more of a reactionary tool than one of 
oversight. 

FTA Transit Bus Safety Program Final Report 
Task 2 – Regulations and Oversight 6 July 5, 2001 



2. Legal, Technical and Financial Capacity 

• 49 USC § 5307(d)(1) 

Requirements: Section 5307(d)(1) requires a grantee to submit a final program of 
projects, and certification for each fiscal year that it – 

a.	 has or will have the legal, financial, and technical capacity to carry out the 
program; 

b.	 has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of equipment 
and facilities; and 

c. will maintain equipment and facilities. 

Notes: FTA’s grantmaking authority pursuant to section 5307 has not been 
established. In 1989, UMTA contended that its grant oversight authority enabled it 
to promulgate safety regulations. In Amalgamated Transit Union v. Skinner 
(1990),2 UMTA cited sections 5307 and 5334 (known then as 49 USC §§ 
1602(a)(2)(A) and 1602(a)(1), respectively) as authority to issue drug-testing rules.3 

Ultimately, the Court did “not find it necessary to determine the parameters of 
UMTA’s authority to condition grants in this manner because Congress has 
delegated to UMTA specific authority over safety in Section 22…” 

3. Security 

• 49 USC § 5307(d)(1)(J) 

Requirements: Section 5307(d)(1)(J) requires a grantee to submit a final program of 
projects, and certification for each fiscal year that it – 

a.	 will expend for mass transportation security projects, (including lighting, 
camera surveillance and emergency lines) intended to increase the security 
and safety of an existing or planned mass transportation system, at least 
one percent of its annual grant; 

b. unless it has decided that the expenditure is not necessary. 

Notes: While there is no legal precedent relating to this section, it appears that 
subsection (b) does not empower FTA with any regulatory authority in terms of the 
provision of security for mass transit systems. 

2 Amalgamated Transit Union v. Skinner, 282 U.S.App.D.C.322; 894 F.2d1362 282 U.S.App.D.C.322; 894 

F.2d1362 (1990).

3 Section 5334(a)(1) states: “…the Secretary of Transportation may – (1) prescribe terms for a project under 

sections 5307 and 5309-5311….”
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4. Rail State Safety Oversight 

• 49 USC § 5330 / 49 CFR Part 659 

Requirements: This legislation requires states to designate a state oversight agency 
(other than the transit agency itself) to oversee the safety of rail transit systems 
operating within their respective borders. 

These oversight agencies are mandated to: 

a.	 Develop standards that outline the relationship between the oversight 
entity and the rail transit system(s); 

b.	 Guides the rail transit systems in developing System Safety Program Plans 
(SSPP); 

c.	 Conduct on-site visits to rail transit systems at a minimum of every three 
years to perform a formal safety review to assess whether safety and 
security practices and procedures comply with the respective SSPPs; 

d.	 Require rail transit systems to report the occurrence of accidents and 
unacceptable hazardous conditions; and 

e.	 Require rail transit systems to minimize, control, correct or eliminate 
hazardous conditions identified during investigations in accordance with 
Corrective Action Plans drafted by the transit systems and approved by 
oversight entities. 

The rail transit systems are mandated to: 

a.	 Develop SSPPs that comply with program standards created by the 
respective oversight agencies; 

b.	 Classify hazardous conditions and report any accident or unacceptable 
hazardous condition; 

c. Obtain oversight agency approval of Corrective Action Plans, and; 
d.	 Conduct safety audits and submit a report summarizing the results of the 

audits. 

Notes: Pursuant to section 5330, FTA was required to promulgate rules to create the 
first state-managed oversight program for rail transit safety and security. Part 659, 
“Rail Fixed Guideway System: State Safety Oversight,” was the ultimate result of 
this legislation. 

While, in general, Part 659 does not apply to transit buses, and rail systems subject 
to regulation by the Federal Railroad Administration, it does constitute a substantial 
regulatory model from which a potential transit bus framework may borrow. The 
definition of “rail fixed guideway sys tems,” as set out in section 659.5, does not 
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include bus systems.4  However, state oversight agencies may exert jurisdiction 
over non-fixed guideway modes at their discretion. For example, the dedicated 
busways in Pittsburgh, PA are subject to state safety agency oversight. 

5. Triennial Grantee Review 

• 49 USC § 5307(i)(2) 

Requirements: At least once every 3 years, the Secretary must review and evaluate 
the performance of a grantee in carrying out the recipient’s program to monitor 
compliance with statutory and administrative requirements, and whether the 
grantee’s operations are consistent with planning process requirements in sections 
5303-5306. 

Notes: The FTA provides its Triennial Handbook to provide guidance to grantees to 
prepare for the triennial audits. Among the 26 areas reviewed in these audits, a few 
audit areas relate to safety and security concerns, as follows: 

1.	 Does the grantee have a written system safety program for bus? 
Does the plan follow APTA’s Manual for the Development of Bus 
Transit System Safety Program Plans? If not, what model does it 
follow? 

2.	 Does the system safety program plan include an emergency 
management plan? Does the grantee conduct periodic drills? 

3.	 What key safety issues have been identified by the grantee for this 
year and how and how are they being addressed? 

4. What type of safety training does the grantee provide? 

5.	 Does the grantee have a safety awards program? Is there an active 
safety committee? To whom does the Safety Officer report? 

6.	 Has the grantee submitted transit safety data on National Transit 
Database Form 405 for the past three years? 

7. Does the grantee utilize the one percent of funds for transit security 
(pursuant to 49 USC § 5307(d)(1)(J))? If yes, how did the grantee 

4 49 CFR § 659.5 – Definition of Rail Fixed Guideway System: “Any light, heavy or rapid rail system, 
monorail, inclined plane, funicular, trolley, or automated guideway that is included in FTA’s calculation of 
fixed guideway route miles or receives funding under FTA’s formula program for urbanized areas and is 
not regulated by the Federal Railroad Administration.” 
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utilize the one percent expenditure over the last three years? If no, 
why does the grantee consider such expenditures unnecessary? 

The above questions posed in the Triennial Grantee Review are actually only a 
limited portion of the review. Primarily, the review focuses on Federal 
requirements such as Buy America and ADA. As these are essentially grant-related 
rather than safety-related reviews, the Office of Oversight within the FTA Office of 
Program Management oversees this process rather than the Office of Safety and 
Security. The responses given to the above questions are utilized for informational 
and data gathering purposes rather than a means to regulate the industry. 

6. Drug & Alcohol Testing 

• 49 USC § 5331 

Requirements: The Secretary is required to prescribe regulations that establish a 
program requiring grantees to conduct preemployment, reasonable suspicion, return 
to duty, and random and post-accident testing of mass transportation employees 
responsible for safety-sensitive functions for the use of a controlled substance and 
alcohol in violation of law or a US Government regulation. 

Notes: The regulations promulgated pursuant to section 5331 are: 

a.	 49 CFR Part 653 – Prevention of Prohibited Drug Use Used in Transit 
Operations; 

b. 49 CFR Part 654 – Prevention of Alcohol Misuse in Transit Operations. 

This section and the regulations promulgated thereunder represent a substantial 
effort to provide a safe environment for passengers and transit personnel. These 
regulations are meant to prevent the use of prohibited drug consumption and 
alcohol misuse among transit personnel in safety-sensitive positions to prevent, for 
example, traffic accidents due to operators under the influence of drugs and/or 
alcohol. Furthermore, these laws and regulations require that an employee that tests 
positive to be given an opportunity for identification and treatment. It provides 
DOT with discretion in prescribing the consequences for testing positive, though 
DOT has not exercised this power and leaves it to localities to deal with such 
matters. FTA can conduct audits to monitor compliance with this section. 

7. Bus Testing Facilities 

• 49 USC § 5318 

Requirements: The Secretary is required to establish a facility for the testing of new 
bus models, as a condition for being purchased with FTA funds, for the following 
criteria – 
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a. Maintainability 
b. Reliability 
c. Safety 
d. Performance (including braking) 
e. Structural integrity 
f. Fuel Economy 
g. Emissions 
h. Noise 

Notes: FTA contracts with the Pennsylvania Transportation Institute to operate the 
bus testing program with the test track located at Penn State University in State 
College, PA. The maintenance facility and the static testing site are located in 
Altoona, PA. The only direct safety test conducted at Altoona is a double land 
change at increasing speeds up to 45 MPH. No crash testing is performed. FTA 
finances 80% of the bus testing costs with the manufacturer covering the balance. 
Results of bus testing are made available to grantees planning to purchase buses 
with FTA funds. All buses that are purchased or leased using Federal funds must 
have been tested at Altoona, and a report of the findings made available before 
Federal funds may be considered for use. 

8. Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 

• 42 USC §§ 1241 et.seq. 

Requirements: Pursuant to this act and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, it is considered discrimination for a public entity which operates a fixed-route 
system to – 

a.	 Purchase or lease a new bus that is not readily accessible to and usable by 
individuals with disabilities, including individuals who use wheelchairs; 

b.	 Purchase or lease a used bus unless such entity makes demonstrated good 
faith efforts to purchase or lease a used vehicle that is readily accessible to 
and usable by individuals with disabilities, including individuals who use 
wheelchairs; and 

c.	 Fail to provide paratransit and other special transportation to individuals 
with disabilities, including individuals who use wheelchairs, at a level of 
service comparable to that of public transportation afforded by the entity 
to those without disabilities, with response time comparable, to the extent 
practicable, to that of public transportation afforded by the entity to those 
without disabilities. 
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Notes: The regulations pertaining to transportation for ind ividuals with disabilities 
promulgated pursuant to the ADA (49 CFR Parts 27, 37, and 38) include design and 
operating safety specifications and standards. 

9. Crime Prevention and Security 

• 49 USC § 5321 

Requirements: The Secretary may make capital grants from amounts available 
under section 5338 of this title to mass transportation systems for crime prevention 
and security. 

B. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

FMCSA was established within the DOT on January 1, 2000. Formerly part of the 
Federal Highway Administration, the FMCSA’s primary mission is to prevent 
commercial vehicle-related fatalities and injuries. Administration activities contribute to 
ensuring safety in motor carrier operations through enforcement of its Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSR), targeting high-risk carriers and commercial motor 
vehicle (CMV) drivers; improving safety information systems and commercial vehicle 
technologies; strengthening CMV equipment and operating standards; and increasing 
safety awareness. To accomplish these activities, the FMCSA works with Federal, state, 
and local enforcement agencies, the motor carrier industry, labor safety interest groups, 
and others. 

However, it is critical to note for the purposes of this report that the FMCSR explicitly 
exempt publicly operated transit bus carriers, with certain exceptions.5 

• 49 CFR 390.3(f)(2) 

Requirements: Transportation performed by the Federal government, a state, or any 
political subdivision of a state, or agency established under a compact between 
states that has been approved by the Congress of the US, is not subject to FMCSR. 

Notes: It would be highly likely that, had the FMCSA not promulgated 49 CFR 
390.3(f)(2), this report would not have been necessary as all transit buses would 
have come under the aegis of the FMCSA’s safety regulations (see 49 CFR Parts 
350 & 355, Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program below). Presently, the 
FMCSR affect CMV in interstate commerce with a seating capacity of 16 or more 
(including the driver). 

5 The exemption of publicly operated transit bus carriers from FMCSA oversight was an administrative 
rather than a Congressional mandate. 
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Although, in general, FMCSR do not apply to publicly operated transit bus 
operations, such carriers must, however, comply with 49 CFR Part 383 commercial 
drivers license (CDL) and, in certain cases, 49 CFR Part 390 accident report-
retention requirements: 

• 49 CFR 383.23 

Requirements: No person shall operate a CMV: 

a.	 unless such person has taken and passed written and driving tests which 
meet Federal standards, and; 

b.	 unless such person is in possession of a CDL which meets the standards of 
the issuing state or jurisdiction of domicile. 

• 49 CFR 390.15 

Requirements: If a governmental entity engages in interstate charter transportation 
of passengers, it must provide assistance in accident investigations. Such entities 
are required to: 

a.	 Make all records and information pertaining to an accident available to an 
authorized representative or special agent of the FMCSA upon request; 

b. Provide all reasonable assistance in the investigation of any accident, and; 
c.	 Maintain for a period of one year after an accident occurs, an accident 

register containing at least the following information – 

1. A list of accidents register 
2. Dates of accidents 
3. Location of accidents 
4. Driver name 
5. Number of injuries 
6. Number of fatalities 
7.	 Whether hazardous materials, other than fuel spilled from the fuel 

tanks of motor vehicles involved in the accident, were released 

• 49 CFR Parts 350 and 355 

Requirements: The Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP), authorized 
pursuant to these Parts, is a Federal grant program for all states, territories and the 
District of Columbia. The goal of the MCSAP is to reduce CMV-involved 
accidents, fatalities, and injuries through consistent, uniform, and effective CMV 
safety programs by setting forth the conditions for participation. MCSAP promotes 
and provides incentives for the adoption and uniform enforcement of safety rules, 
regulations, and standards compatible with the FMCSR and Federal Hazardous 
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Material Regulations (HMR) for both interstate and intrastate motor carriers and 
drivers. 

To receive Basic Program Funds, a state must: 

a.	 Adopt and enforce state laws that are compatible with the FMCSR and 
HMR; 

b.	 Prepare a Commercial Vehicle Safety Plan (CVSP), which reflects a 
performance-based program; 

c.	 Adopt reporting standards and fo rms required by the FMCSA to record 
safety-related data obtained by work performed under the CVSP. 

Notes: MCSAP represents a substantial, implemented model from which a potential 
bus safety regulatory framework may borrow. While all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and U.S. territories have enacted statutes and regulations compatible with 
the FMCSR to regulate intrastate carriers, almost all these jurisdictions have 
adopted the 49 CFR Part 390.3(f)(2) governmental entity exception. (See Part II, 
for more explanation.) In general, in addition to CDL requirements, the states and 
territories have in whole or substantially adopted the following FMCSR: 

a. Part 390 – FMCSR, generally 
b. Part 391 – Qualifications for Drivers (including medical examinations) 
c. Part 393 – Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation 
d. Part 395 – Hours of Service 
e. Part 396 – Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance (including Appendix G, 

Minimum Periodic Inspection Standards) 
(See, Part II, for explanation of these regulations.) 

C. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

NHTSA has a legislative mandate to issue Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
(FMVSS) and regulations to which manufacturers of motor vehicle and equipment must 
conform and certify to compliance. These standards and regulations are minimum safety 
performance requirements for motor vehicles or items of motor vehicle equipment. 
These requirements are specified in such a manner “that the public is protected against 
unreasonable risk of crashes occurring as a result of the design, construction, or 
performance of motor vehicles and is also protected against unreasonable risk of death or 
injury in the event crashes do occur.” NHTSA’s FMVSS pertaining to buses can be 
found at 49 CFR Part 571, and include the following: 

a. Location and indication of dashboard controls and displays 
b.	 Transmission shift lever sequence, starter interlock and transmission 

braking effect 
c. Windshield defrosting and defogging systems 
d. Windshield wiping and washing systems 
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e. Anti- lock brakes and stopping distance requirements

f. Brake hoses

g. Lamps, reflective devices, and associated equipment

h. Rearview mirror

i. Hood latch system

j. Theft/rollaway protection

k. Motor vehicle brake fluids

l. Pneumatic tires

m. Tire selection and rims

n. Air brake systems

o. Accelerator control systems

p. Light vehicle brake systems

q. Occupant protection in interior impact

r. Head restraints

s. Impact protection for the driver from the steering control system

t. Steering control rearward displacement

u. Glazing materials

v. Seating systems

w. Occupant crash protection

x. Seat belt assemblies and anchorages

y. Child restraint systems

z. Roof crush resistance

aa. Bus emergency exits

bb. Windshield zone intrusion

cc. Fuel system integrity

dd. Flammability of interior materials


D. National Transportation Safety Board


This independent Federal agency is mandated to investigate every civil aviation accident 

in the U.S. and significant accidents in the other modes of transportation, including

transit. It also conducts special investigations and safety studies, and issues safety

recommendations to prevent future accidents. The rules of the NTSB are located at 49 

CFR, Chapter VIII.


A NTSB Special Investigation Report was issued on November 17, 1998 entitled Transit 
Bus Safety Oversight (NTSB/SIR-98/03) that has prompted this study. Specific 
recommendations of the investigation to the U.S.DOT included the following: 

•	 “Collect accurate, timely, and sufficient data so that thorough assessments can be 
made relating to transit bus safety. 

•	 “Evaluate the collected data, as part of the oversight program, to identify the 
underlying causes of transit bus accidents that could lead to the identification of 
safety deficiencies at transit agencies. 

FTA Transit Bus Safety Program Final Report 
Task 2 – Regulations and Oversight 15 July 5, 2001 



•	 “Develop, in cooperation with the American Public Transit (now Transportation) 
Association, the Community Transportatio n Association of America, and the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, a model 
comprehensive safety program(s) and provide it to all transit agencies.” 

III. FEDERALLY FUNDED TRAINING PROGRAMS 

A. Transportation Safety Institute 

TSI is an element of the U.S.DOT’s Research and Special Programs Administration 
located in Oklahoma City that provides training related to all transportation modes. The 
Transit Safety and Security Division of TSI is the training unit for the FTA’s Office of 
Safety and Security. It provides a variety of courses and seminars to heighten industry 
awareness of the risks to public safety and security in the areas of human factors, 
operational practices, policies, procedures, and compliance with regulatio ns. Examples 
of courses relevant to bus safety include: 

• Accident investigation, analysis and prevention 
• Alternative fuels safety 
• Bus operator training for instructors 
• Hazard identification and resolution 
• Fatigue awareness 
• Substance abuse program management and compliance 
• System safety concepts 
• State safety oversight compliance 
• Transit industrial and workplace safety 
• Fire/Life safety seminars 
• Transit system security. 

The following specific courses are either under development or being revised: 

• Bus System Safety (being developed) 
• Bus Collision Analysis (being developed) 
• Safety Evaluations of Alternative Fuels Facilities and Equipment (being revised) 
• Emergency Response and Access to Alternative Fueled Vehicles (being revised). 

Courses are offered at TSI in Oklahoma City as well as being conducted at various transit 
agencies throughout the country. Most courses are provided free for Federal and state 
agencies and FTA grant recipients, but a materials fee is charged. Some courses are only 
offered on a cost-recovery basis. 

Certificates are issued to participants who successfully complete courses. In addition, the 
FTA and the TSI Safety and Security Division have established a certification program 
for Transit Safety and Security Practitioners. 
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B. National Transit Institute 

Funded by a grant from the FTA, NTI’s mission is to provide training, education, and 
clearinghouse services in support of public transportation and quality of life in the United 
States. NTI was established in 1992 at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. 
Based on industry-defined needs, a variety of training and educational resources are 
provided to the transit industry. They are provided free to transit agencies and transit 
unions. Three types of training are provided – worker-to-worker, train-the-trainer, and 
direct training. NTI’s resources include programs to improve workplace health and the 
safety of transit workers. There are courses, a resource guide, a resource CD-ROM, and 
hazard factsheets. 

IV. PRIVATE ORGANIZATION OVERSIGHT 

A. American Public Transportation Association 

This transit industry organization represents bus, rapid transit and commuter rail systems, 
and entities responsible for planning, designing, constructing, financing and operating 
transit systems that carry over 90% of the transit passengers in the U.S. and Canada. 
APTA’s staff efforts related to safety and security are led by the Director of Operations, 
Safety & Security Programs, who is participating in the FTA Transit Bus Safety Program. 

APTA has developed and provides a Bus Safety Management Audit Program (BSMP) 
for its members for a fee based on system size. The BSMP is a comprehensive, 26-point 
framework for instituting and complying with system safety best practices. APTA also 
has an extensive committee structure that includes the Bus Safety Committee (that 
includes guidance of the Bus Safety Management Program) and a Small Operations 
Steering Committee. 

The BSMP is based on the proven methodologies of APTA’s well-established Rail Safety 
Audit Program on which the FTA State Safety Oversight of Rail Fixed Guideway 
Systems Program was modeled. APTA also has a Commuter Rail Safety Management 
Program, and all three safety audits programs are based on a similar model that has 
proven effective in its design and application. As part of the BSMP, APTA provides 
guidance and consultation to bus agencies to develop, institute and maintain a system 
safety plan designed for their unique systems, plus triennial on-site audits to ensure 
compliance and develop internal safety expertise. Program elements include the 
following: 

• Hazard identification and resolution 
• Accident & incident investigation and reporting 
• Emergency response planning, training and coordination 
• Safety data acquisition and analysis 
• Configuration management 
• Inter-departmental coordination 
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• Employee safety programs 
• Drug and alcohol abuse programs 
• Contractor safety coordination 
• Security 

The BSMP is scaled to each agency depending on size. During the initial three years in 
the program, APTA system safety experts meet with each agency three times, for a total 
of six days for small systems, eight days for medium-sized systems, and twelve days for 
large systems. APTA provides the following services: 

•	 Introductory Visit – includes familiarization with the operations, an audit program 
overview for staff, and a preliminary evaluation of system safety program 
readiness 

•	 Site Safety Audit – includes management interviews, random audits of operations 
and maintenance, document collection and review, configuration management 
system, and operational site inspections, as well as audit entry and exit 
conferences 

•	 Follow-up Audit Visit – verifies the implementation of recommendations made 
during the audit visit and critique of progress, as well as any new safety programs 
and management initiatives 

•	 Off-Site Resources – include unlimited consultation on the industry’s best 
practices; invitations to APTA system safety seminars; access to APTA peer 
reviews, technical evaluations, panels of inquiry, accident investigation; and 
system safety publications. 

A Regional Program has been adapted for small systems with 50 or fewer vehicles. 
Within the Regional Program, a minimum of three such transit systems located within 
close proximity of each other can constitute a region and may jointly attend 
preparatory/pre-audit meetings at a common, central location. 

APTA believes that the primary purpose for the existence of a transit system is to move 
people safely. In order to accomplish this goal, an individual transit system must be able 
to identify all hazards in order to eliminate, minimize or control them. In addition, all 
safety-related responsibilities must be identified. These responsibilities ideally would be 
delegated to the proper units within the organization. Such units would be provided 
adequate resources to carry out their respective responsibilities. A transit system has the 
responsibility of applying operating, technical and management techniques and principles 
to the safety aspects of the system throughout its life cycle to reduce hazards to the lowest 
practical level through the most effective use of available resources. This process is 
known as “system safety”. 

A transit system establishes a System Safety Program Plan (SSPP) by formalizing this 
process in a written document. APTA has produced a document to facilitate this process, 
Manual for the Development of Bus Transit System Safety Program Plans, to assist its 
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members in developing and implementing SSPPs designed for the specific needs of each 
bus transit system. This Manual also serves as the baseline for the BMSP and the related 
safety audit. As part of the triennial audit, APTA examines the following cumulative 
system safety characteristics: 

•	 Does the transit system have a SSPP that is in conformance with the APTA 
Manual for the Development of Bus Transit System Safety Program Plans? 

• Has the transit system’s SSPP been fully implemented? 

•	 Is the transit system conducting an internal safety audit program to identify, track, 
and resolve safety program deficiencies? 

APTA believes that the net result to the participating transit systems will be an improved 
ability to know whether adequate attention is being given to safety considerations in the 
continuing operation of their systems. While the BSMP will not evaluate or audit actual 
physical conditions of the transit system, it will examine the safety management practices 
of the participating systems, and will help each system to determine if its own System 
Safety Program is up to accepted contemporary practice. 

B. Community Transportation Association of America 

While APTA tends to represent the larger transit agencies, CTAA is an association of 
organizations and individuals that provide a network of community-based agencies and 
coordinated services to fill the gap that exists between the private automobile and 
traditional mass transit. 

In addition to providing a variety of technical assistance, training, clearinghouse and 
communications functions, they disseminate information under the Rural Transit 
Assistance Program (RTAP). RTAP is funded by the FTA and includes a national and 
state programs that work together in a partnership. The national RTAP is administered 
by the American Public Works Association (APWA) in a consortium arrangement with 
CTAA. 

CTAA believes that for every community transit organization, safety is the top priority. 
Transit systems are concerned about the safety of their passengers, drivers and operating 
personnel, and their maintenance staff. This concern extends to the safety of the vehicles 
and facilities. Training, preparedness, and an organization-wide safety consciousness are 
critical to making “safety first” a reality at CTAA. 

In support of this concern, CTAA has developed a training and safety management 
review program called “Transit Safety Plus” that is analogous to APTA’s BSMP. Since 
1998, CTAA has been working with the NTSB, the Colorado DOT, the Colorado 
Association of Transit Agencies on Transit Safety Plus to assure the safety of the nation’s 
public and community transit systems in terms of: 

• Compliance with safety-related laws and regulations 
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• Adherence to laws and procedures 
• Documentation that proper safety practices are followed 
• Training that assures safe procedures are a daily routine. 

For additional information, see Colorado’s summary page under state regulations. 
Transit Safety Plus is a voluntary program built around an on-site review, where 
members of the Transit Safety Plus team visit the transit organization. A typical review 
is two days in duration, and follows the following sequence: 

• Structured interviews with the transit organization’s manager and key personnel 
• One or more “ride-alongs” and driver interviews 
• On-site report preparation 
• On-site exit interview and oral report to the general manager 
•	 A written report detailing the most successful aspects of the organization’s 

training and safety program, and making suggestions for improvements 
•	 A customized training and safety toolkit, including the specific resources and 

materials that the Transit Safety Plus reviewer determines will help improve the 
safety practices of the organization. 

This program is not a “safety audit program.” It does not produce findings, calculate 
safety ratings, or otherwise grade a transit system on its safety program. Instead, 
CTAA’s Transit Safety Plus focuses on identifying the strategies for helping transit 
organizations better fulfill their own commitment to safe transportation. 

The program review team is comprised of experts with a wide range of expertise, 
including consultants and the CTAA Assistant Director. There are fixed cost-plus travel 
expenses for the two reviewers. There is a lower fee if the organization does not perform 
their own maintenance and for CTAA members. Special pricing is available for multiple-
site reviews contracted by state agencies, state associations, or other consortia involving 
five or more transit organizations. 

CTAA also has the following professional certification programs that are guided by a 
panel of industry leaders as well as CTAA’s own staff: 

• Certified Community Transit Manager 
• Passenger Service and Safety Driver Certification 
• Professional Dispatching and Scheduling 
• Vehicle Maintenance Management and Inspection (for safety and reliability). 

C. American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 

This organization of state highway and transportation officials is an advocate for 
excellence in multimodal and intermodal transportation that provides a foundation for a 
strong economy and an enhanced quality of life. 
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AASHTO administers the Multi-State Technical Assistance Program (MTAP) that 
provides a variety of networking and technical exchange services to state transit agencies. 
Forty-three states participate in MTAP’s bi-annual meetings, committees and other 
communications and exchange programs. MTAP serves as an advisor to the AASHTO 
Standing Committee on Public Transportation (SCOPT). SCOPT is responsible for 
developing voluntary standards, guidance, and policy recommendations for public 
transportation issues and programs. SCOPT covers issues pertaining to urban and rural 
mass transit, commuter rail, intercity bus, ridesharing, paratransit, and specialized transit 
facilities for the elderly and disabled. 

D. American Bus Association 

The ABA is the trade organization of the intercity bus industry and represents the 
industry’s interest in Washington, DC. It represents approximately 800 motorcoach and 
tour companies in the United States and Canada that operate charter, tour, regular route, 
airport express, special operations and contract services (commuter, school, transit). 
Another 2,300 members represent travel, tourism, and suppliers. The ABA is a member 
of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA). 

The ABA Safety Committee consists of four subcommittees – Driver, Regulatory, 
Vehicle Maintenance, and Driver/Mechanic Competitions. Safety Committee activities 
include: 

• Reviewing safety and regulatory issues of concern to the intercity bus industry 
• Fostering a working relationship with the FMCSA and the CVSA. 

The ABA Office of Government Relations keeps members apprised of all safety and 
regulatory issues of interest to the intercity bus industry. It addresses safety issues by: 

• Assisting ABA member in complying with the FMCSRs 

•	 Preparing and delivering testimony to the U.S. Congress on commercial motor 
carrier and bus safety issues 

•	 Preparing comments on Federal rulemaking with implications for motorcoach 
safety 

• Keeping members apprised of the latest safety technological advances 

•	 Actively participating in safety conferences and on committees, including the 
CVSA 

•	 Working with the FMCSA’s Motorcoach Program leaders and Bus Technical 
Assistance Group (TAG) on a variety of safety issues. 

E. United Motor Coach Association 

UMA is comprised of more than 900 professional bus and motorcoach companies and 
more than 200 associate members (suppliers and manufacturers). UMA states that 
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“safety is the most important aspect of the motor transport of passengers, surely 
America’s most precious cargo. The UMA is a strong supporter of stringent safety 
standards for America’s passenger carriers.” 

UMA advocates understanding and using the information contained in FMCSA’s SAfety 
Fitness Electronic Records (SAFER) System database to assure that a prospective carrier 
does not have an unsatisfactory safety rating. They have published the Consumer’s 
Guide to Purchasing Motorcoach Services and provide a direct website link to the 
USDOT’s Safety Ratings. UMA is also a member of the CVSA. 

F. Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 

CVSA is an international association of Federal, state, and provincial officials 
responsible for the administration and enforcement of motor carrier safety laws in the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. CVSA works to promote uniformity compatibility 
and reciprocity of commercial vehicle inspections and motor carrier safety enforcement 
activities in North America. 

CVSA Associate Membership is open to commercial carriers (trucks and buses), allied 
organizations and trade associations, private and public research and academic 
institutions, and companies and firms that provide products and services relative to 
commercial vehicle safety. CVSA sponsors international conferences and workshops; 
have technical working committees; facilitate government contacts; provide periodic 
newsletters; develop training and educations materials; and publish the annual CVSA 
Operations Manual, an invaluable resource on a variety of safety related topics. 

G. National Safety Council 

The NSC is a nonprofit, non-governmental, international public service organization 
dedicated to improving the safety, health and environmental well being of all people. 
The NSC helps to educate, influence policy, and is a widely recognized, authoritative 
source for tracking and maintaining safety statistics for a variety of different areas, 
including motor vehicles. 

The Council believes that incidents that cause unintentional injuries are not just random 
occurrences, but instead are the result of multiple conditions involving the interactions of 
machines and environments in which people live, work, drive, and play. The Council 
views what some call “accidents” as unplanned, unwanted and nearly always preventable 
events. They have provided voluntary defensive driving training programs for transit 
systems. 

V. SUMMARY 

The table on the following page provides a summary of the regulatory and oversight 
initiatives that were identified in this report. Substantial Federal oversight and industry 
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guidance exists for public rail and fixed guideway transit systems and for private 
motorcoach (especially interstate) operations as regulated by the FMCSA. Public transit 
bus operations, however, are subject to very limited Federal safety regulation for 
narrowly defined areas (Bus Testing, Drug and Alcohol Testing, Triennial Reviews, 
Americans with Disabilities Act, etc.) and safety oversight is limited to the voluntary 
initiatives of APTA and CTAA. 

At the national level, four transit bus safety regulatory and guidance frameworks are 
apparent: 

1. The FMCSA MCSAP approach 
2. The FTA Rail State Safety Oversight (49 CFR Part 659) approach 
3. The APTA Bus Safety Management Program approach 
4. The CTAA Transit Safety Plus Program approach. 

Each of these four mechanisms is applied in a different manner. The first two are 
regulatory in nature and rely on state enforcement of safety regulation and oversight 
responsibility. The FMCSA approach sets national standards that are applied equally in 
all states. The FTA approach places the prime standard-setting authority with the states 
under more general Federal requirements. The APTA and CTAA approaches, as 
alternatives, provide for voluntary self- assessment of the transit bus operations (with the 
exception of the FTA and FMCSA requirements that apply, as noted previously) with 
industry organizations providing technical assistance and guidance of the industry’s 
safety efforts. 

The following table depicts the regulations and guidance that exist for transit bus safety 
by FTA, FMCSA, NHTSA, APTA and CTAA. By comparing transit bus to rail fixed 
guideway under FTA, it is apparent that gaps exist in Federal regulation and 
governmental oversight. Future efforts of the Program will review oversight that exists 
at the state and local level and alternative models for more uniform national oversight. 
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Summary of Federal Regulatory Oversight and 
Industry Initiatives Related to Transit Bus Safety 

Agency/ 
Organi-
Zation 

Safety 
Oversight 
Examples 

Primary 
Focus 

Transportation 
Modes 
Addressed Comments 

FEDERAL REGULATION AND OVERSIGHT 
FTA Rail State 

Safety 
Oversight 

Grant 
Making 

Transit Some safety requirements relate to 
all grantees, but only non-railroad 
fixed guideways require oversight 

FMCSA Motor Carrier 
Safety 
Assistance 

Safety 
Regulatory 

Commercial 
Trucks and 
Motorcoaches 

Safety regulations required for 
buses over 15 person capacity, 
including CDL 

NHTSA Safety 
Regulatory 

All that Use 
Highways 

Some Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards apply to buses 

NTSB Safety 
Oversight 

All Concern over lack of uniform 
transit bus safety oversight 

FEDERALLY-FUNDED TRAINING PROGRAMS 
TSI Safety 

Training 
All Except 
Railroad 

Many courses address system 
safety and transit bus safety 

NTI Training Transit Mostly worker health and safety 
PRIVATE ORGANIZATION INITIATIVES 
APTA Bus Safety 

Management 
Assistance 
& Education 

Transit – Larger 
Public Systems 

Bus Safety Management Program 
is voluntary for a fee 

CTAA Transit Safety 
Plus 

Assistance 
& Education 

Transit – Smaller 
Public Systems 

Transit Safety Plus Program is 
voluntary for a fee 

AASHTO 
-MTAP 

Assistance 
& Educatio n 

Motorcoaches and 
Transit 

MTAP is for state government 
transit agencies, usually in DOTs 

ABA Assistance 
& Education 

Private 
Motorcoaches 

UMA Assistance 
& Education 

Private 
Motorcoaches 

CVSA Assistance 
& Education 

Private Trucks & 
Motorcoaches 

NSC Assistance 
& Education 

All Transportation 
Other Areas 

Has provided defensive driving 
programs for transit systems 
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Summary of Bus Safety Regulatory and Oversight 
Frameworks and Comparison to Rail Transit 

Categories of 
Oversight 

FTA 
Bus 

FTA 
Rail 

FMCSA NHTSA APTA CTAA 

SSPPs Required X X 
Safety Evaluations X X X 
Audits/Inspections X X X X 
Fitness-for-Duty X X 
Security Included X X X 
Vehicle Standards X X X 
Vehicle Testing X 
Drug & Alcohol Testing X X X 
Certification/Licenses X X 
Accident Reporting/ 
Investigations 

X X X X X 

Working Conditions X X 
FTA Grant Compliance X X 
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PART II:


State Statutes & Regulations 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. UMTA’s “State Regulation and Oversight of Public Transit Safety” 

In 1986, the Urban Mass Transit Administration (UMTA) published “State Regulation 
and Oversight of Public Transit Safety” (UMTA-DC-06-0477-86-1/DOT-TSC-UMTA-
88-7) which documented what oversight activities states engaged in at the time to assure 
that public transit was as safe as possible. That document covered state legislation and 
practices with respect to transit bus and rail system safety in the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico. 

However, since that document was published, FTA was mandated by Congress to 
promulgate rules regarding the oversight of rail fixed guideway systems not regulated by 
the Federal Railroad Administration. In December 1995, FTA issued 49 CFR Part 659, 
“Rail Fixed Guideway System; State Safety Oversight” which requires states to designate 
a state agency to oversee their rail fixed guideway systems’ safety practices. The primary 
responsibility of the oversight entity is to require and monitor the implementation of 
System Safety Program Plans (SSPP) by rail transit agencies. If states do not meet the 
comprehensive safety requirements of Part 659, the FTA can withhold up to 5% of a 
fiscal year’s apportionment under FTA’s formula for urbanized areas. The impetus for 
the promulgation of Part 659 was the fact that before December 1995 there was a 
complete void in oversight authority in the various jurisdictions in the United States with 
respect to rail transit safety. 

B. State Regulation of Transit Bus Safety in 2001 

In contrast, there is presently no comprehensive, unified Federal involvement in the area 
of transit bus safety, particularly in the case of publicly operated carriers. Today, the 
most comprehensive oversight authority the Federal and state governments have relative 
to transit bus safety is through the Federal CDL program implemented by the respective 
state Departments of Transportation (DOT). In addition, pursuant to the FMCSA 
MCSAP, the State Police of the various states and territories enforce FMCSR on buses in 
inter- and intrastate commerce. However, along with Federal drug and alcohol 
regulations, only the CDL requirements apply to publicly operated vehicles. Therefore, a 
substantial number of transit buses in the U.S. today are subject to little or no statutory 
guidance in the area of safety, for example, in terms of vehicle standards and inspections 
or driver hours of service. Essentially, with the existence of the adopted FMCSR, state 
motor vehicle codes, public utility statutes, department of safety regulations, transit 
authorities, and state transit departments which administer grantees and subgrantees of 
public funds, a loose and inconsistent bus safety framework exists across the U.S. and its 
territories today. 
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II. STATE TRANSIT BUS SAFETY STATUTES & REGULATIONS 

A. Methodology 

The objective of Part II is to identify and examine the transit bus safety statutes and 
regulations of the U.S. and its territories. To accomplish this, various internet databases 
such as state websites and legal databases were utilized and, with the assistance of the 
AASHTO Multi-state Technical Assistance Program (MTAP)—an initiative that provides 
a technical information exchange forum for state transit agencies—representatives of the 
56 jurisdictions covered in this report were contacted and asked to review and complete a 
survey which covered the following topics: 

• The existence of explicit transit bus safety policies 
•	 The existence of specific agencies designated to carry out the oversight of transit 

bus safety 
• The requirement of SSPPs 
• The requirement of a state permit with safety criteria to operate transit buses 
• The existence of transit bus and equipment safety standards 
•	 The existence of CDL requirements above that required by the Federal 

government 
• The existence of fitness-for-duty requirements 
•	 The requirement of vehicle, facilities and driver performance 

inspections/monitoring 
• The existence of accident/incident reporting/investigation requirements 
• The requirement to address security concerns of personnel and passengers. 

The researchers initially used the assistance of the MTAP Alert system, an e-mail 
information request system in which queries can be made to all MTAP members (usually 
one state DOT transit official served as the state’s MTAP contact) on issues facing the 
transit industry. Initially, an explanation of the Program and a request for assistance was 
transmitted to the MTAP members by an MTAP Alert sent by the AASHTO MTAP 
administrator in early December 2000, followed shortly thereafter by the survey 
questions. A clarification of the survey questions was sent by the MTAP administrator in 
early January 2001 as it had become apparent that certain questions were unclear to some 
MTAP members. In January 2001, the researchers also followed up with all the MTAP 
members by phone and, as not every state and territory is an MTAP member, other means 
were used to locate appropriate parties to answer the survey questions in non-MTAP 
jurisdictions. The FTA, APTA and CTAA provided assistance in locating these latter 
representatives. By the end of January 2001, at least 56 contacts had been made. In 
addition, when necessary to clear up issues regarding state implementation of FMCSR, 
the researchers made inquiries to the MCSAP Lead Agencies of various states. 
Ultimately, for certain jur isdictions, the researchers were required to identify and consult 
with additional representatives to complete the surveys, sometimes requiring upwards of 
four additional contacts. As responses to the survey were received by the researchers, 
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often clarifications of the answers were necessary for various reasons resulting in either 
additional phone calls or e-mails directly to the state contact(s). 

In addition to contacting state representatives, the researchers also engaged in 
independent study of state statutes and regulations. From time to time, statutes were 
often consulted to clarify or confirm responses received by the various jurisdictions. 
Moreover, on one occasion (for the state of Pennsylvania), the researchers were assisted 
by various state representatives to discuss the jurisdictions of their respective state 
agencies, how they interacted and how the rules and regulations of their state are, in 
actuality, carried out. 

The state contacts were eventually given the opportunity to see how the information they 
provided, via the surveys, additional queries and conversations, was eventually 
represented in the report and were given time to comment, and add or delete information 
as appropriate. 

The goal of the survey was to gather as much information about the safety legislation and 
practices of each individual jurisdiction as possible. While each state has regulations 
adopted for the MCSAP, the preponderance of the states have limited to no legislation 
regulating publicly operated transit bus safety due to the FMCSR governmental exception 
49 CFR Part 390.3(f)(2). Recognizing this condition, the researchers requested, when 
jurisdictions did not have legislation with respect to the various questions in the survey, 
more information on whether states acted to compensate for the lack of statutory 
mandates. For example, if a state did not mandate vehicle inspection, did the state DOT 
inspect the vehicles of its grantees or subgrantees by agreement or contract? Or did the 
state distribute “Best Practice” manuals to operators? Or were there bills in the state 
legislature with regard to a particular bus safety issue? Basically, the researchers were 
attempting to get a holistic reading of the state of transit bus safety in each jurisdiction. 

Once again, it is important to stress that the goal of the Program is NOT to create a bus 
analogue to the rail fixed-guideway state safety oversight program (49 CFR Part 659). 
Rather, the purpose of this initiative is to compare and contrast current approaches to bus 
safety regulation and oversight in the United States and its territories. Ultimately, 
potential models for a national framework will be presented that could provide transit bus 
safety practice guidance to either large or small transit bus entities. While the categories 
of analysis for the study are drawn from the template of the rail oversight regulations, the 
Program fully acknowledges the fundamental differences between the rail and transit bus 
modes. Therefore, any eventual consideration of potential models for the guidance of 
transit bus safety will take into account the needs unique to transit bus operations. 
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B. Potential Limitations 

The researchers were largely dependent upon state contacts for their assistance in 
gathering information about their respective states, and are grateful for their time, 
patience and assiduousness. However, the quality of much of the data represented in this 
report depends on the quality of the information received from the jurisdictional 
representatives. Understanding how transit buses are regulated today, as the researchers 
have uncovered, is an extremely difficult undertaking at minimum, even when there is 
seemingly a single oversight entity for transit bus safety and a comprehensive statutory 
framework in existence in a jurisdiction. The researchers have attempted to provide the 
truest and most contemporary picture of the state of transit bus safety in the U.S. and its 
territories. However, to comprehensively understand how transit bus regulation actually 
works in each jurisdiction would require a more significantly robust study than is 
presently able to be conducted. 

C. Using this Part 

The analysis of the data collected from the jurisdictional representatives is presented in 
two sections: 

1. Trend Analysis Summary Matrix: 

The following section will provide a summary of the responses obtained from the 
surveys and subsequent research findings. A matrix further summarizing this 
information is provided indicating whether statutes and/or regulations exist with 
respect to the different categories of analysis. Certain categories on the matrix 
have been subdivided into “Government” and “Intrastate” headings to indicate 
whether statutes apply not only to intrastate carriers, but whether the law applies 
to the publicly operated carriers as well. As the reader will notice, two categories 
of analysis listed above are not included in the summary of the response and in 
the matrix: the existence of additional CDL requirements and Security mandates. 
These categories were omitted from the matrix as there were no indications that 
states enacted substantial CDL regulations stronger than the Federal versions in 
the 56 jurisdictions surveyed, nor that any jurisdictions had any comprehensive 
security planning statutes. In addition, the question which included Accident 
Reporting and Investigation was split into two separate columns for clarity. 

2. Individual State Summaries: 

While the Summary Matrix provides a comprehensive overview of the state of 
transit bus safety regulations in the 56 jurisdictions, it is still a binary summary of 
“yes” and “no” responses. In contrast, the individual jurisdictional summaries 
(see Appendix) provide, in many instances, a more in-depth view of the individual 
states and territories. For example, while Ohio lacks any legislation pertaining to 
publicly operated transit bus safety, the Notes section of the Ohio’s summary 
describes the state’s Model Vehicle Safety Program. The state summaries can 
provide a more detailed picture of the safety practices of each state pursuant to 
legislation, contract, manuals, etc. 
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III. SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS 

General Findings 

In general, outside of the issuance of FMCSR, CDL and drug and alcohol requirements, 
there has been relatively little change in state regulation of transit bus safety since the 
1986 UMTA report was published. As in 1986, today, very few jurisdictions have 
legislated to comprehensively assure transit bus safety. Unchanged since 1986, New 
York, California, Massachusetts and New Jersey remain leaders in transit bus safety 
regulation. While it is no coincidence that these are among the leading transit states in 
the country, they have provided templates upon which other jurisdictions may build. 

This is not to say there were no notable changes since 1986. Two states which have 
distinguished themselves from the majority of the country are Florida and Colorado. In 
the early 1990s, Florida enacted comprehensive transit bus safety legislation covering 
publicly operated carriers. The legislation not only clearly states Florida’s commitment 
to public transportation safety (as in NY), but also implements SSPP, inspection, fitness-
for-duty, and vehicle standard requirements. Colorado took a simpler approach to 
covering publicly operated carriers—it did not adopt the FMCSR exempting 
governmental entities, 49 CFR 390.3(f)(2). 

The following is a summary of the findings from the data collected: 

1.	 Existence of Overall Transit Bus (or Public Transit) Safety Policy – Few 
states were able to identify legislation which explicitly addressed a commitment 
to transit bus safety. New York and Florida are two states that were found to have 
statements indicating a governmental commitment to public transportation safety. 
Florida enacted legislation in the early 1990s that brought it in the forefront of 
states in terms of transit bus safety regulation, rivaling states like New York in 
terms of comprehensiveness in scope for such planning. New Jersey also had a 
strong policy statement that focused on bus safety in general. The statutes of the 
other five states that were found to have governmental policies spoke to goals of 
highway or bus safety, either for private or public users, or both. 

2.	 Existence of a Particular Oversight Agency – All states have at least two 
agencies charged with transit bus safety including the state DOT and the State 
Police. Other agencies that may be listed in the state summaries are Departments 
of Safety, Public Utility Commissions, a Department of Revenue & Taxation, and 
a Department of Economic Development. While the State Police of the various 
jurisdictions is authorized to perform vehicle inspections and check for violations 
of motor vehicle codes, they are also often the MCSAP Lead Agencies. 

3.	 Requirement of SSPPs – Only two states, New York and Florida, require carriers 
to complete SSPPs. However, only Florida mandates the requirement of publicly 
owned carriers. 
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4.	 Requirement of State Permit with Safety Requirements to Operate – Only 
four states (Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York) presently 
require operators to obtain a permit that mandate certain safety requirements to 
continue service. 

5.	 Requirement of Vehicle and Equipment Safety Standards – All jurisdictions 
have within their vehicle codes the requirements for basic equipment and 
continued compliance with these requirements, including (but not limited to): 

• Reasonably inflated, pneumatic tires with a certain level of traction 
• At least two brakes in working order 
• A horn, with audibility at a certain distance 
• Mirrors 
• Windshields with glazing 
• Safety Belts 
• Lamps 
• Safety Equipment, such as flares 

These vehicles code requirements comply with the FMCSR 49 CFR Part 393 
(Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation). 

6.	 Existence of Fitness-for-Duty Requirements – Every jurisdiction has adopted 
the FMCSR 49 CFR Parts 391 and 395 (Driver Qualifications and Hours of 
Service). Most jurisdictions adopted the hours of service, medical examination 
and records check requirements for drivers with little or no modification. 
However, only five states have enacted legislation which mandates public carriers 
to follow fitness-for-duty requirements (California, Colorado, Florida, 
Massachusetts, and New York).6 

7.	 Requirement of Periodic Transit Bus and Facility Inspections – All 
jurisdictions have adopted the FMCSR mandating periodic inspection for its 
intrastate carriers (49 CFR Part 396). However, fifteen jurisdictions (27%) had 
laws that are applicable to publicly owned vehicles. 

8.	 State Inspections – Twenty-four jurisdictions (43%) have state vehicle inspection 
programs. Other jurisdictions rely on self- inspections or inspections done by 
local garages and facilities. 

6 49 CFR Part 395 (Hours of Service) provides that no motor carrier shall permit or require any driver used 
by it to drive nor shall any such driver drive more than 10 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty, or 
for any period after having been on duty 15 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty. No motor carrier 
shall permit or require a driver of a commercial motor vehicle to drive, nor shall any driver drive, 
regardless of the number of motor carriers using the driver's services, for any period after having been on 
duty 60 hours in any 7 consecutive days if the employing motor carrier does not operate commercial motor 
vehicles every day of the week; or having been on duty 70 hours in any period of 8 consecutive days if the 
emp loying motor carrier operates commercial motor vehicles every day of the week. 
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9.	 Requirement to Report/Investigate Accidents – All jurisdictions have a 
requirement within their respective vehicle codes to report accidents involving, at 
minimum, injuries or fatalities. Usually, the local police are charged with 
investigating such accident. However, only New York has a governmentally-
created entity with its specific purpose of investigating public transportation 
accidents: the Public Transportation Safety Board. 

10. Requirement to Monitor Driver Operating Performance – Only New York 
has a comprehensive drive-along, driver performance evaluation statute. This 
mandate is just one element of the various checks New York has on driver 
qualifications. 
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PART III:


Local Regulatory Oversight 
of Public Transit Safety 
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I. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 

This draft report has been prepared as part of Task 2 of the Federal Transit Administration’s 
(FTA) Transit Bus Safety Program. Task 2 seeks to identify Federal, state, local and institutional 
regulations and oversight requirements that exist regarding transit bus safety. A previous draft 
report was prepared in December 2000 on Federal regulations and the oversight provided by 
national transit organizations. This report addresses local regulations and a companion report 
has been prepared for regulations emanating from the state level. The impetus for this task is to 
provide a baseline of information from which to develop alternative models for transit bus safety 
oversight by updating and expanding a 1986 FTA report entitled: State Regulation and 
Oversight of Public Transit Safety (UMTA-DC-06-0477-86-1, DOT-TSC-UMTA-88-7). This 
activity responds in part to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) which 
recommended that FTA “assess and ensure the safety of transit bus operations that receive 
Federal funding” in Transit Bus Safety Oversight (NTSB/SIR-98/03, November 17, 1998). 

Draft reports of each regulation/oversight level (national, state and local) are being prepared and 
distributed for review and comment. These draft reports will be followed by an overall draft 
final report summarizing and analyzing the full range of transit bus safety regulation and 
oversight that exists at all levels. After appropriate review and comment, the final report will be 
prepared and will be a resource for subsequent Transit Bus Safety Program tasks including: 

• Development of a Model Transit Bus Safety Program (Task 3) 
• Development of Public and Private Advocacy Partnerships (Task 4) 
• Development of Technical Assistance Projects/Best Practices (Task 5). 

This report describes the results to date to identify transit bus safety regulations that exist at the 
local level that are more stringent than those imposed by the Federal government or the state in 
which the transit operation is located. "Local" can refer to an area smaller than a state, such as a 
region of a state, a county, or a city. There are a few cases in which transit is operated as a 
multi-state endeavor, such as the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority that operates 
in two states (MD and VA) and the District of Columbia, and the Bi-State Development Agency 
that operates in Illinois and Missour i. These have been reviewed to determine how possible 
differences in state requirements are accommodated by and affect the regional agency. 

II. METHODOLOGY 

It is not known whether there are any unique local transit bus safety regulations, but the mission 
of this task is to attempt to identify any that exist and to analyze those that are found. It must be 
recognized that the scope of local transit bus safety regulations does not include those policies, 
rules and standard operating procedures routinely established by transit operating agencies to 
guide their operations and maintenance activities. The local requirements, for which a search has 
been undertaken, are those of an entity independent of the transit operating agency. 

The approach employed has been to survey knowledgeable and responsible people within the 
Federal government, national transit industry organizations, states, and a cross section of 
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localities. These have included FTA, Volpe National Transportation Systems Center, APTA, 
CTAA, representatives that have provided input on transit bus safety regulations existing within 
each state and territory, public transit officials in selected regions and cities, and others, as 
suggested. The question that has been asked is: "Are you aware of any locality that has transit 
bus safety regulations or requirements that are more stringent than those imposed by the Federal 
or state government?" 

Once localities were found to have unique transit bus safety regulations, a series of questions was 
planned to be asked to ascertain their nature and extent. Unfortunately, only very limited safety 
requirements were found and a detailed set of questions was not appropriate. 

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

In addition to all of the states and territories that were contacted for input on their regulations 
related to transit bus safety, many other sources were surveyed. The contacts and the 
information they provided are summarized in the table at the end of this Part. The result is that 
no unique local transit bus safety regulations have been identified. Thus, the questions 
developed and included in Attachment A were never utilized. Several sources reported, 
however, that it is not uncommon for local governmental units to have the authority to approve 
the following: 

• Bus stop locations 
• Streets on which buses can operate 
• The speed limit of transit vehicles on dedicated streets. 

In general, transit operating agencies and the local jurisdictions maintain a cordial working 
relationship with regard to transit route and stop locations to maintain safe service while 
minimizing adverse neighborhood impacts. In Philadelphia for instance, the City has the right to 
limit wide vehicles (trucks and buses) from streets with narrow travel lanes. In Pittsburgh, which 
operates a contraflow bus lane on an arterial street and several bus rapid transit facilities, the City 
sets speed limits for the vehicles (transit) that use them. 

Of the Five cities that operate trolley buses (Boston, Philadelphia, Dayton, San Francisco and 
Seattle), only San Francisco indicated being governed by any regulation. The State of California 
has a regulation related to the clearances of high voltage overhead transmission lines that applies 
to the trolley bus system. San Francisco also stated that while, technically, the trolley buses are 
not considered motor vehicles, everyone treats then as being subject to the motor vehicle code. 

The only additional source of transit safety oversight existing below the state government level is 
related to insurance pools. These are typically private associations operated on a statewide basis 
for the benefit of their members. State departments of transportation are often partners with the 
transit insurance pools and occasionally provide grants to support specific activities such as 
studies to initiate the pool organization and for the development of safety programs and best 
practices manuals. States that have been identified as having transit insurance pools include the 
following: 
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• California 
• Connecticut 
• Michigan 
• Ohio 
• Washington 
• Wisconsin 

Advantages consist primarily of economies of scale in the purchase of insurance coverage 
resulting in lower premiums, but several transit insurance pools provide technical assistance to 
their members as a risk management tool. The objective of the technical assistance is to promote 
safety and to reduce the potential for accidents and claims. Obvious benefits include the reduced 
impact of accidents through both direct costs of damages and claims, and the cost of insurance 
coverage.  Initiatives of transit insurance pools related to improving safety include the following: 

• Safety Audits 
• Safe Driving Incentive Programs 
• Ride Checks 
• Accident and Incident Reporting Procedures 
• Accident Investigation Procedures 
• Accident Prevention Programs 
• Employment Practices 
• Safety Rodeos 
• Vehicle Inspection Procedures 
• Preventive Maintenance Procedures 
• Emergency Management Procedures 
• Safety Performance Awards 
• Operator and Mechanic Training Programs 
• Safety/Training Scholarship Fund 

As an example of the structure and programs of transit insurance pools, three are documented as 
follows: 

California Transit Insurance Pool (CalTIP) 

CalTIP was formed through the cooperative efforts of California’s public transit operators in 
response to the insurance crisis that faced the industry in the 1984-1986 timeframe. In 1985, 
the California Transit Association Executive Committee authorized the formation of an 
insurance committee and the preparation of a study of alternative methods of providing 
liability insurance coverage. The study included a survey of the members of which 32 
responded and participated in the initial study. The study recommended that California’s 
public transit operators join together and form a joint powers authority for the purpose of 
creating a self- funded insurance pool. In 1987, CalTIP began providing insurance services 
for its 12 initial members. Now there are 31 transit operators that have viable options to the 
constantly shifting insurance marketplace. 
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CalTIP has proposed a Safety and Loss Control Work Program with the following goals: 

• Establish a basic safety and loss control training program for all members. 

•	 Establish a minimum standard for safety and loss control measures, based on the training 
program, that must be met by all existing and new members. 

• Establish a system that provides incentives for meeting or exceeding the set standards. 

•	 Provide feedback to members on their safety performance in the form of regular causal 
trend analysis reports. 

•	 Establish a resource of available safety and loss control information, including best 
practices recommendations, available training sources, and written materials. 

The basic safety and loss control training program will be based on the following 18 critical 
safety areas that were identified in the loss control survey: 

• Driver Selection • Vehicle Inspections 
• Driver Training • Vehicle Maintenance 
• Driver Re-Training • Bus Stops 
• Driver Evaluation • Incident/Accident Reporting 
• Mechanic Employment • Elderly and Disabled Passengers 
• Mechanic Selection • Handling Operation Emergencies 
• Mechanic Training • Employee and Passenger security 
• Mechanic Re-Training • Risk Transfer 
• Mechanic Evaluation • CHP Inspections 

CalTIP has adopted modules based on these critical safety areas as guidelines for its 
members, however, at this time no incentives are in place for compliance with the modules. 

Washington State Transit Insurance Pool (WSTIP) 

WSTIP is a risk sharing pool designed to offer Washington Public Transportation Benefit 
Areas the best liability and property protection available at the lowest possible cost. WSTIP 
members are not only covered for their property and liability exposures, they participate in 
the management, control and policy development of the Pool. Fourteen transit operating 
agencies are currently members of WSTIP. While there are no safety “requirements,” 
WSTIP has established a set of Minimum Best Practices Recommendations and members 
sign a compact agreeing to adopt the Recommendations. WSTIP provides training and 
technical assistance to members in implementing the Recommendations and there is 
consideration regarding the imposition of incentive and penalties as a means of encouraging 
their implementation. 

The Minimum Best Practices Recommendations include the following elements: 
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•	 Senior Leadership – roles and responsibilities of the general manager or executive 
director 

•	 Accident prevention Program – requirements for a comprehensive and up-to-date 
accident prevention/safety program 

• Workers Compensation – policies and procedures 

•	 Employment Practices – includes employee handbook, safety orientation and mandatory 
training 

• Operator Training – includes classroom, on the road and refresher 

• Mechanic Training – initial and refresher 

• Dispatch Issues – security program including procedures and training 

• Accident Investigation and Reporting Procedures – written and training 

• Accident Review Committee – review for preventability 

• Vehicle Inspections – operator pre-trip and end of shift 

•	 Preventive Maintenance – per manufacturers’ guidelines with quality control and 
monitoring of performance and compliance 

• Emergency Management – written Emergency Management Plan 

•	 Premises Liability – safety committee review of employee input and proper authorization 
from governing bodies for bus stop locations 

•	 Other Issues – paratransit ADA compliance, operator training, vanpool standards and 
contract requirements. 

Transit Mutual Insurance Corporation of Wisconsin (TMi) 

TMi began in 1986 as a non-traditional insurance corporation based on a study funded by the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WISDOT). From the beginning, TMi has been 
very innovative and has placed strong emphasis on safety. Unlike traditional insurance 
providers, TMi offers technical assistance in safety, generally at no charge. They promote 
and encourage safety among their members (currently 19), thereby reducing both the number 
of accidents and the dollar value of those accidents. Safety and performance are reflected in 
the Premium Allocation Formula, 35% of which is based on reward (for safe performance) 
and penalty (for poor performance) factors. 

TMi offers its members the following safety-related programs: 

• Safety Audits every two years at no cost 
• Ride Checks every two years at no cost 
• Driving Incentive Program that provides cash awards to employees 
• Participation in the Annual TMi Rodeo with cash prizes 
• Most Improved System Program for reduced claims during the year 
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• Scholarship Program to partially fund safety related training 
• Annual Training Seminars on a variety of topics at no cost 
• Transfer of information/services from the National Safety Council and CTAA 
• Free use of training tapes and materials from TMi’s library. 

WISDOT has also supported the development of the Bus Safety Manual that is a source of 
guidance for TMi members. It represents a “model safety program” and “best practices,” but 
is not intended as a set of mandatory “requirements.” The Bus Safety Manual addresses the 
following topics: 

• Personnel – policies, hiring and communications 
• Vehicle and Equipment Needs – specifications , analysis and safety equipment 
• Maintenance – vehicle, facility, training, evaluations and incentives 
•	 Operations – vehicle safety inspections, security, emergency procedures, training, 

evaluation and incentives 
•	 Accidents – procedures, investigation, review committees, safety process and work 

related injuries 

Through the TMi, safety has become a priority for their member transit operating 
agencies. While they make recommendations and not demands, they are able to exert 
sufficient pressure to achieve the desired safety performance results for the benefit of all 
of their members. As a last resort, a member could be voted out of the pool, but to date 
this extreme measure has never been taken. 

None of the transit insurance pools reviewed impose safety “requirements” on their members. 
Rather, they promote guidelines, best practices, and various incentives to “encourage” safety. 
While no local transit bus safety regulations have been identified, the transit insurance pools 
offer a potential model of safety oversight that could be an element of a comprehensive FTA 
transit bus safety program. Insurance industry organizations (including the transit insurance 
pools), in addition to the national transit industry organizations (APTA, CTAA, AASHTO
MTAP), are prime candidates for forging pub lic-private partnerships to improve transit bus 
safety. Task four of the FTA Transit Bus Safety Program will address this issue and seek to 
develop effective public private partnerships initiatives. 
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Summary of Contacts and Results 

The information on the following table is in response to the question: "Are you aware of any locality that has transit bus safety 
regulations or requirements of oversight entities that are more stringent than those imposed by the Federal or respective state 
government?" 

Agency/Organization Contact Input Provided 
States and Territories Numerous All contacted reported that they were not aware of any unique local requirements. 
CTAA-Gov’t Affairs Chris Zeilinger No 
APTA-Safety (Bus Safety 
Management Program) 

Greg Hull No, but transit operating agencies could develop polices, rules, SOP, training, 
safety programs, etc. that could exceed requirements. 

City of Philadelphia-
Transit 

Chris Zearfoss No, but the State of PA has given the City the authority to regulate the movement 
of >96” wide vehicles on its streets and to approve the location of transit stops. 

NY Public Transportation 
Safety Board 

John Fabian No, but we should consider standards for driver seat belt use, mirrors and right 
side guards to inhibit people falling under the bus wheels. 

Muni (SF, CA)-Safety Brian Cunningham No, but the clearances of trolley bus wire fall under a state regulation for high 
voltage transmission lines. Technically trolley buses are not considered motor 
vehicles, but everyone treats them as though they are part of the MV Code. 

Volpe Center-Safety Bob Aducci No 
Bi-State (IL/MO)-Safety Pamela McCombe No, buses are registered in state where garaged, but have a Bi-State license plate. 
FTA-System Safety Roy Field No 
NY City DOT Pat Cassignola No 
Battelle FTA Transit Bus 
Safety Team Member 

Rollie King Some states utilize transit insurance pools that encourage safety policies and 
practices for their members. 

TRA Transit Bus Expert Jeff McCormick No 
Community Transit (WA) Mike Burris No 
Pierce County (WA) Steve Noonan No 
King County DOT (WA) Terry Compton No 
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Agency/Organization Contact Input Provided 
King County DOT (WA) Jerry LaBord No. Trolley buses follow diesel bus regulations. 
MBTA (Boston, MA) Nancy Shea No 
MVRTA (Dayton, OH) Ernie Robinson No, including trolley buses. 
SEPTA (PA)-Safety Ron Hopkins No, including trolley buses. 
Port Authority (PA)-Safety Mike Zamiska No 
PennDOT-Transit Safety Dave Barber No 
PennDOT-Transit Bus John Dockendorf No 
PennDOT-MC Safety Fred Juba No 
PAPUC-Safety Don Wilson No 
MTA-NYCT, Bus Safety Louis Derrico No 
Wheels/CTAA Chairman Rex Knowlton No 
WMATA-Prior Safety Off. Norris Smith No. WMATA buses are all registered in DC and follow DC safety regulations. 
FTA Safety Office Staff Several No 
FTA Regional Office Reps Several No 
Transit Safety Consultants Several No 
Volpe Safety Staff Several No 
BARTA (PA) Dennis Laverse No 
CARTS (TX) Dave Marsh No 
Michigan Municipal Risk 
Management Association 

Rufus Nye No. They insure a small number of buses operated by counties and do not have 
safety criteria. 

CA Transit Insurance Pool Ann Marie Will No. They have adopted a safety and loss control work program for members. 
Transit Mutual Insurance 
Corporation of Wisconsin 

Nancy Kreutzman No. With WISDOT support, they have a comprehensive & proactive safety 
program (with incentives) that includes a Safety Manual, training and audits. 

Washington State Transit 
Insurance Pool 

Rebecca Tobin No. Member agencies make a commitment to following Minimum Best Practices 
Recommendations (not “requirements”) to promote safety and minimize loss. 

California Paratransit 
Insurance Consortium 

Laura No. They have relatively simple Risk Management Standards for their members. 

Bus Safety Consultant Norm Ketola No 
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Individual State Statutes 
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Understanding the Individual Summaries 

To understand the state summaries presented in the Appendix, a few clarifications are necessary. 

First, the state summaries basically follow the form of the latest survey distributed to the state 
representatives. Each question is answered with a “Yes” or “No” response, (with explanations or 
descriptions when warranted) indicating whether a state statute pertaining to the question exists. 

Second, the final version of the survey distributed to the state representatives included thirteen 
questions. However, the reader will notice that the state summaries and the summary matrix 
feature only nine questions. As indicated in the body of the report, one survey question inquired 
whether states had any safety requirements with regard to CDLs more restrictive than the Federal 
versions. Since no states had substantial requirements more restrictive than the Federal 
regulations, the category was eliminated from the state summaries and the summary matrix. 
Similarly, as no states reported any statutes with respect to security planning along the lines 
mandated by Part 659, the category was eliminated from the final state summaries and summary 
matrix. Finally, the question that asked whether a jurisdiction had a oversight agency was 
eliminated from the final summaries as the total number of potential agencies that participate in 
regulating transit buses can be numerous or difficult to ascertain. For the purposes of this report, 
suffice it to say that, in general, there are usually two agencies, often including the state DOT 
and state police, that are the primary regulators of transit buses. 

Third, the thirteenth question of the survey requested information pertinent to the third segment 
of Task 2 (see Part III of this report) pertained to unique local requirements and, therefore, was 
not included in the state summaries and the summary matrix. 

Fourth, a “Notes” section sometimes appends a state summary to provide further insight into the 
initiatives and occurrences with regard to transit bus safety within the respective states. 

Finally, the following is the actual set of survey questions provided to the jurisdictional 
representatives, and their explanations and clarifications: 

Note: For the purposes of the Transit Bus Safety Program, the term “transit bus” refers to an 
operator that receives public transportation funding, and will include the following modes--

1. Fixed-route bus 
2. Flexibly-routed paratransit vehicles 
3. Electric trolley bus 
4. Intercity bus 

1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation safety in general)? 

•	 For example, in NY, Article 9-B states: “The legislature hereby finds and declares that the 
state has a responsibility to insure the safety of public transportation systems… ” 

•	 While every jurisdiction has various related pieces of legislation addressing transit bus safety 
directly and indirectly, essentially, what is being sought is an explicit, unified statement of a 
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governmental commitment to transit safety. Acceptable were clear legislative commitments 
to highway or bus safety, and specific charges to DOTs. 

2.	 Whether or not a policy has been enacted, is there a particular agency designated to carry 
out the oversight of transit bus safety? 

• Public Utilities Commission, state safety oversight agency, state DOT, or otherwise. 

3.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety 
are required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

•	 Based on APTA’s Manual for the Development of Bus Transit System Safety Program Plans? 
Other models or approaches? 

4. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

•	 When most transit operations were privately owned, it was required that most obtain a permit 
to operate from the state’s public utilities regulator. The permit often included requirements 
that the enterprise maintain specific safety standards. 

•	 Does the state have a permitting requirement to allow transit buses to operate? Does the 
permit include the requirement to have vehicle standards, inspections, etc.? 

5. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

•	 Does the entity impose safety standards for transit buses and equipment? Has the state 
adopted FMCSR standards for intrastate carriers? Do these regulations affect publicly 
operated carriers? Are these standards more restrictive than Federal regulations? 

6. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

•	 Outside of drug/alcohol requirements, are rules established for working conditions that are 
intended to assure that employees in safety-critical positions are alert and able to perform 
their jobs safely.  Has the state adopted the FMCSR for drivers of intrastate vehicles? For 
drivers of publicly operated vehicles? The primary concern is with rules or guidelines 
pertaining to, for example, maximum number of continuous working hours, and mental and 
physical qualifications. 

7.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

•	 How thorough are these inspections? What do the inspections include? Has the state adopted 
the FMCSR for intrastate carriers?  Do these inspections include publicly-owned vehicles? If 
there is no state statute, does the state transit department do inspections of its 5310 or 5311 
vehicles? If so, how comprehensive are these inspections? How often are they conducted? 
Who are they conducted by? Jurisdictions with more comprehensive non-statutory safety 
checks will have such information noted in their summaries. 

8. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 
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9. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

• What are the thresholds and parameters for accident and incident reporting? 

• Who is responsible for conducting such investigations? 

•	 If there is no state statute, does the state transit agency require reporting requirements of its 
5310/5311 operators? 

10. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

• For example, driver observance of traffic regulations? 

• By whom and how often? 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. AL Stat. § 32-4-2 states: “It is the public policy of this state in every way possible to reduce the number of 
traffic accidents, deaths, injuries and property damage through the formulation of comprehensive highway and 
traffic safety programs.” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Alabama has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Alabama has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Alabama has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there re quired reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. The operator of every motor vehicle which is involved in an accident where a person is killed or injured, 
or in which damage to the property of any one person, including him or herself, in excess of $250 is sustained, 
shall within 30 days after the accident report the matter in writing. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be  obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Alaska has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Alaska has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Alaska has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required repo rting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of a person or total 
property damage to an apparent extent of $2,000 or more shall immediately by the quickest means of 
communication give notice of the accident to the local police department if the accident occurs within a 
municipality, otherwise to the Department of Public Safety. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an ope rator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Arizona has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 
The State Management Plan and Intergoverrnmental Agreement contract requires various standards of Federal-
interest vehicles. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Arizona has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Arizona has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 
Moreover, the ADOT Transit Team conducts semi-annual inspections of 5311 vehicles. These inspections 
include checks of lights, brakes, windows, mirrors, tires, etc. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. AZ ST § 28-666 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of a 
person shall give notice of the accident immediately by the quickest means of communication, whether oral or 
written, to either 1) The local police department if the accident occurs within a municipality; 2) The office of 
the county sheriff, or; 3) The nearest office of the highway patrol.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. AR ST § 27-1-102 states:“(a) It is the declared transportation policy of the General Assembly of the State 
of Arkansas to enhance the social and economic well-being of the citizenry of this state by requiring 
coordination of public and private transportation activities and the effective implementation of a safe and 
efficient total transportation system… b) The purpose of this chapter is to effectuate the transportation policy set 
out in subsection (a) of this section by preparing and coordinating a comprehensive, balanced, multimodel 
transportation plan for the state, including, but not limited to, airways, highways, railways, waterways, 
bicycling, mass transit, and other transportation facilities and services, whether publicly or privately owned, 
developed, operated, or maintained.” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Arkansas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Arkansas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspe cted 
periodically? 

Yes. Arkansas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
Federal interest vehicles are inspected every 7-8 months by the Department. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. AR ST § 27-53-202 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death 
of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of $500 or more shall notify the nearest law 
enforcement agency immediately…the driver of any taxicab, motor bus, or other motor vehicle carrying 
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passengers for hire involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person shall notify the nearest 
law enforcement agency immediately. The drivers of any taxicab, motor bus, or other motor vehicle carrying 
passengers for hire shall make themselves readily available to the investigating agency's office or officers.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

NOTES: 

Arkansas has maintained safety programs aimed at fleet safety and driver safety. The Department’s Public 
Transportation Section has a Fleet Safety Manager who is charged with inspection and preventative maintenance 
programs covering all transit vehicles with a federal interest. Driver safety training program is operated through the 
state’s transit association with offers all the National RTAP training modules and numerous other essential 
programs. The association maintains a full-time trainer committed to safety enhancement through viable training 
initiatives. 

Additionally, Arkansas is presently building a Public Transportation Safety and Resource Center to be dedicated to 
training support for safety and other operational needs of the transit industry. There will be a partnership effort to 
support other local and regional transportation safety programs needs as well. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. General equipment requirements can be found at 13 CCR §§ 1240 – 1270, some of which are more 
restrictive than those items regulated by the FMCSR, with other supplementing the FMCSR standards. Vehicle 
standards for compressed and liquid natural gas (CNG and LNG), or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) vehicles are 
also required by 13 CCR §§ 1290 – 1297. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Basically, 13 CCR § 1214 states: “A driver shall not drive when his/her ability to operate a vehicle safely 
is adversely affected by fatigue, illness, or any other cause.” More specifically, 13 CCR § 1212 states that no 
motor carrier shall permit or require any driver to drive, nor shall any such driver drive more than 10 hours 
following eight consecutive hours off duty; or for any period after having been on duty 15 hours following eight 
consecutive hours off duty, and; no carrier shall require a driver to operate a vehicle after he or she has been on 
duty for 80 hours in any consecutive eight days. Bus drivers (other than school bus and school pupil activity 
bus drivers) in urban and suburban service may exceed their regulated hours in order to reach a regularly 
scheduled relief point, providing the additional time does not exceed one hour. 

Furthermore, every driver shall record his/her duty status, in duplicate, for each 24-hour period (13 CCR § 
1213). Every driver shall record his/her duty status by using an automatic on-board recording device or on a 
specified grid created for such purpose. The record shall be presented for inspection immediately upon request 
by any authorized employee of the department, or any regularly employed and salaried police officer or deputy 
sheriff. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Pursuant to VC § 34501(c), the CHP is required to inspect, at least every 13 months, every maintenance 
facility or terminal of any person who at any time operates any bus. This includes Transit Bus Maintenance 
Facilities or Terminals, as well as any bus (fixed route, private or public agencies, etc.). Paratransit vehicles are 
inspected by the CHP every 12 months pursuant to VC § 34501.8. These inspections include: 
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(1) Driver records and driver hours of service checks;

(2) Maintenance requirements and Preventive Maintenance Program records checks; 

(3) In-depth transit vehicle inspections to determine the effectiveness of the terminal’s preventive


maintenance program. Any bus that meets the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance Out-of-Service 
guidelines for mechanical inspection will be placed out-of-service and may not operate on a public 
highway until adequate repairs or replacement parts are completed. If the transit buses are equipped with 
alternative fuels -- CNG, LNG, LPG -- the vehicle will be inspected for compliance with 13 CCR §§ 930 
- 937 (Compressed and Liquefied Gas Fuel Systems). 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. Inspections are conducted by CHP Motor Carrier Safety Unit personnel. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. With some exceptions, if the damage to property exceeds $500, the CHP is required to prepare an accident 
report. In all cases, an accident that results in bodily injury or a fatality, a report must be filed by the CHP if the 
accident occurred in CHP jurisdiction. If the accident occurred in the city the local police department will 
prepare and submit the accident report, unless the city has contracted the CHP to provide service. 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Colorado has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers, including publicly operated agencies. 

5.	 Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Colorado has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers, including publicly operated agencies. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Colorado has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers, including publicly operated agencies. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. CO ST § 42-4-1606 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in a traffic accident resulting in injury to, 
serious bodily injury to, or death of any person or any property damage shall…give immediate notice of the 
location of such accident to the nearest office of the duly authorized police authority….” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

NOTES: 

Unique among the various jurisdictions in the U.S. and its territories, Colorado is the sole jurisdiction not to have 
adopted the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulation which exempts publicly operated carriers from the Federal 
regulations (49 CFR Part 390.3(f)(2)). 
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In addition, Colorado has also taken a pro-active approach to promote transit bus safety. In conjunction with the 
Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA), the CO Department of Transportation’s transit unit 
initiated a unique pilot project, funding a Safety Review Program in which CTAA consultants made on-site reviews 
of safety programs and procedures of transit operators in the state.1  Transit operators were generally supportive of 
the concept but expressed concerns as to how the results from such reviews would be utilized (e.g. would the results 
be used to influence funding). Ultimately, it was agreed that the results of the reviews would be presented as 
comments and suggested changes rather than “findings,” and not presented to the Department. Instead, the results 
were furnished to the state transit association, which in turn would present general findings and recommendations to 
the Department. A total of 30 agencies in the state voluntarily underwent a safety review revealing a great need for 
more training activities and resources, the need for a list of resources and “best practices” materials that could be 
shared with those being reviewed. The Department is presently considering what future steps should be taken in 
response to this experience. 

1 CTAA refers to this program now as “Transit Safety Plus,” and offers it as a safety resource to public and 
community bus carriers for a fee. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. With respect to for-hire vehicles, CT ST § 13b-397 states: “It is  declared that the business of motor 
contract carriers is affected with the public interest and that the safety and welfare of the public upon the 
highways within this state, the preservation and maintenance of such highways and the proper regulation of 
household goods carriers using such highways require the regulation of motor contract carriers to the extent 
hereinafter provided in this chapter.” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be  addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, the state-owned CTTransit has a SSPP that addresses all areas of safety. The Plan was updated 
in 1999. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. However, ConnDOT contract language with its operators requires that all services subsidized by 
ConnDOT be maintained in a safe manner. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Connecticut has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Connecticut has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, operators of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. CTTransit does require safety-sensitive employees to submit to biennial physical 
examinations and require them to report the use of prescription medications. CTTransit also has ongoing 
employee education and training. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Connecticut has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. The CTTransit Superintendant of Facilities is responsible for regular inspections of their facilities. 
Inspectors check items including regulatory, code, safety, worker conditions, vehicle maintenance records, 
postings of policies and procedures. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. Private buses are inspected by ConnDOT (prior to registration) and then by DMV every 6 months 
thereafter. For other buses, DMV performs inspections. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus  accidents and incidents? 

Yes. CT ST § 14-108a states: “In each motor vehicle accident in which any person is killed or injured or in 
which damage to the property of any one individual, including the operator, in excess of one thousand dollars is 
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sustained, the police officer, agency or individual who, in the regular course of duty, investigates such accident, 
either at the time of or at the scene of the accident or thereafter, by interviewing the participants or witnesses, 
shall, within five days after completing such investigation, complete and forward one copy of such report to the 
Commissioner of Transportation.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Delaware has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Delaware has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. DTC employees are given pre-employment and biannual physicals. 

6.	 Are trans it buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Delaware has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
DTC transit vehicles are given scheduled preventive maintenance checks which includes an examination of all 
safety devices. All facilities are given spot checks along with annual inspections. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. DTC bus inspections are conducted by the Maintenance Department and facilities checks conducted by the 
Safety Department. The City of Wilmington Fire Department conducts annual inspections of facilities within 
its jurisdiction, and the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control also conduct 
surprise “Right to Know” facilities inspections. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. DE ST TI 2 § 4203 states that the driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury or death 
to any person, property damage to an apparent extent of $500 or more, or it appears that any accident involving 
a driver whose physical ability is impaired as a result of the use of alcohol or drugs or any combination thereof, 
must be reported to the appropriate police department. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. With respect to publicly operated carriers, section 341.061 Florida Statutes provides: "The Department 
shall adopt by rule minimum equipment and operational safety standards for all governmentally owned bus 
transit systems and privately owned or operated bus transit systems operating in this state that are financed 
wholly or partly by state funds and all privately owned or operated bus transit systems under contract with any 
of the foregoing systems". 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

Yes. A formal System Safety Program Plan is required of all governmentally-owned bus transit systems and 
privately-owned or operated bus transit systems operating in Florida that are financed wholly or partly by state 
funds, all bus transit systems created pursuant to chapter 427, and all privately-owned or operated bus transit 
systems under contract with any of the foregoing systems. 
following: 

a. Management 
b. Vehicles and Equipment 
c. Operational functions 
d. Driving requirements 
e. Maintenance 
f. Equipment for transporting wheelchairs 
g. Training 
h. Federal, state and local regulations, ordinances or laws 

These systems must address, at minimum, the 

i.	 Private contract bus transit systems that provide continuous or recurring transportation services for 
compensation as a result of a contractual agreement with the bus transit system. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. Permits are not required for public-sector systems, however the FDOT requires annual certification by the 
affected bus transit system for compliance and implementation of the safety plan. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Florida has adopted the FMCSR. Publicly operated carriers are governed by Rules in the Florida 
Administrative Code. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Florida has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. FL ST §316.302 authorizes hours of service 
provisions for intrastate commercial motor vehicles, as follows: 

a.	 After 8 hours rest, a driver is permitted to drive any part of the first 15 on-duty hours in any 24-hour 
period, but may not operate a commercial motor vehicle after that until another 8 hours’ rest has been 
completed. 
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b.	 A driver may not be on duty more than 72 hours in any period of 7 consecutive days, but carriers 
operating every day in a week may permit drivers to remain on duty for a total of not more than 84 
hours in any period of 8 consecutive days; however, 24 consecutive hours off duty shall constitute the 
end of any such period of 7 or 8 consecutive days. 

Drivers of publicly operated carriers are regulated for driving and on-duty hours. Twelve hours driving (wheel 
time) or 16 hours on-duty maximum are permitted in a 24-hour period after 8 consecutive hours off-duty time. 
Moreover, no more than 70 hours in 7 consecutive days are permitted. Drivers are required to undergo 
preemployment and biennial physical examinations that are much less stringent than the Federal DOT physical 
standards. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Florida has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. Moreover, FDOT conducts biennial on-site safety 
reviews of bus transit systems. The review consists of an inspection of safety, operational and maintenance 
records, vehicle emergency/safety equipment and documentation to ascertain compliance with minimum 
standards and the agency's safety plan. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. FL ST § 316.066 states: “The driver of a vehicle which is in any manner involved in a crash resulting in 
bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to any vehicle or other property in an apparent amount of at 
least $500 shall, within 10 days after the crash, forward a written report of such crash to the department or 
traffic records center.” 

Moreover, public agencies must have an accident reporting, evaluation and record maintenance system. 
Agencies are required to report any accident involving a fatality. 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. The PSC adopted the FMCSR by Commission Order for intrastate carriers. Publicly operated carriers, 
such as the Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. The PSC adopted the FMCSR by Commission Order for intrastate carriers. Publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. The PSC adopted the FMCSR by Commission Order for intrastate carriers. Publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. FTA rural vehicles are inspected annually and are given a rating of excellent, good, fair or poor based 
upon a list of 30 items. An unsatisfactory rating in one of the key safety factors is unacceptable (brakes, tires, 
headlights and exhaust). The inspections are performed by GDOT staff. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. GA ST 40-6-273 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or property damage to an apparent extent of $500 or more shall immediately, by the quickest means 
of communication, give notice of such accident to the local police department if such accident occurs within a 
municipality.” Moreover, any accident where injury or property damage occurs in relation to a Federal interest 
vehicle must be reported to the GDOT Office of Intermodal Programs. These reports are used for evaluative 
purposes. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. With respect to commercial carriers, HI ST § 271-1 states: “The legislature of this State recognizes and 
declares that the transportation of persons and of property, for commercial purposes, over the public highways 
of this State constitutes a business affected with the public interest. It is intended by this chapter to provide for 
fair and impartial regulation of such transportation in the interest of preserving for the public the full benefit and 
use of the highway consistent with the public safety and the needs of commerce; to promote safe, adequate, 
economical, and efficient service and foster sound economic conditions in transportation and among the several 
carriers…” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus  System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Hawai’i has adopted the FMCSR. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5.	 Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Hawai’i has adopted the FMCSR. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Biannual inspections are required. Facilities are inspected by State of Hawai’i Occupational, Safety & 
Health Division, Department of Labor & Industrial Relations. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. HI ST § 287-4 states: “The driver of every motor vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 
within this State in which any person is killed or injured or in which damage to the property of any one person, 
including the driver, to an apparent extent in excess of $3,000 is sustained shall at the earliest practical time, and 
in any event within twenty-four hours after the accident report the matter in writing or in person to the chief of 
police.” 
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9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. However, Oahu Transit road supervisors monitor field operations and the Department of Transportation 
Services conducts quarterly operations reviews that include operating performance. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, the use of safety plans are encouraged. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Idaho has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. City- and county-owned operations do not have to 
comply with these regulations where no intrastate carrier service is provided. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Idaho has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. Drivers of city- and county-owned operations do not 
have to comply with these regulations where no intrastate carrier service is provided. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Idaho has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. City- and county-owned operations do not have to 
comply with these regulations where no intrastate carrier service is provided. Moreover, 5310 and 5311 
vehicles are inspected by ITD Division of Public Transit (IDT-PT) staff biennially for the useful life of the 
vehicle as a part of continuing control. IDT-PT encourages local operators to undergo inspections. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus  inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. ID ST § 49-1305 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person, or damage to the property of any 1 person in excess of $750 shall immediately, by the quickest 
means of communication, give notice of the accident to the local police department if the accident occurs within 
a city, otherwise to the office of the county sheriff or the nearest office of the state police.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus Syste m Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment s afety standards? 

Yes. Illinois has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Illinois has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Illinois has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. IL ST CH 625 § 5/11-406 states: “The driver of a vehicle that is in any manner involved in an accident 
within this State, resulting in injury to or death of any person, or in which damage to the property of any one 
person, including himself, in excess of $500 is sustained, shall, as soon as possible but not later than 10 days 
after the accident, forward a written report of the accident to the Administrator.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the  state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Indiana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Indiana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Indiana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. IN ST 9-26-1-1 and 2 provide that a driver involved in an accident involving an injury, fatality, or 
property damage of more than $750 must file a report with the police within 10 days. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a trans it bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Iowa has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers, including regional transit vehicles which provide 
non-fixed-route, demand response public transportation across multiple counties. However, publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. While Iowa has no such requirements specifically targeting public transit, it has adopted the FMCSR for 
intra-state carriers, and apply to employees of several regional, private not-for-profit corporations. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically?] 

Yes. Iowa has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. In general, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
However, regional transit systems which carry students in addition to regular public transit service on a 
contractual basis are required to obtain annual chassis inspections and are subject to twice-a-year inspections by 
the Iowa Department of Education inspectors, who inspect the regional buses based on the unique standards 
established by IDOT as a result of a IDOT/Department of Education collaboration. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. IA ST § 321.266 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person, or total property damage to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more shall, within seventy-two hours 
after the accident forward a written report of the accident to the department.” In addition, IDOT’s Office of 
Public Transit requests public transit systems report collisions which take a vehicle out of duty for an extended 
period. 
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9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are the re transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Kansas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
However KDOT has standards for its 5309, 5310 and 5311 programs and state purchased vehicles used in 
public transportation. These standards are above present Federal requirements. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Kansas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Kansas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
The KDOT Office of Public Transportation requires all subrecipients to undergo comprehensive annual 
inspections by KDOT District equipment inspectors. KDOT also performs annual inspections of the 
storage/maintenance facilities of two 5311 providers. The inspection program for vehicles, however, has come 
under scrutiny by the Office of Chief Counsel of KDOT. See Notes below. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. KS ST § 8-1606 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or total damage to all property to an apparent extent of $500 or more shall give notice immediately 
of such accident, by the quickest means of communication, to the nearest office of a duly authorized police 
authority.”  Moreover, the Office of Public Transit requests that its providers inform them if a vehicle is 
involved in a personal injury accident. 
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9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

NOTES: 

In February 2001, the KDOT Office of Chief Counsel released an advisory opinion regarding the continuation of 
annual vehicle inspections pursuant to the State Management Plan for Kansas Public Transportation Program, which 
covers the state’s 5310/5311 vehicles. The opinion concluded that, “[r]ather than KDOT personnel annually 
inspecting vehicles…[KDOT] should require the public transit providers to meet all of the original manufacturer’s 
specifications for maintenance and upkeep on an annual basis…With this suggestion, KDOT would be faced with a 
minimum exposure to liability…” 

With respect to preventive maintenance and other issues pertinent to 5310/5311 operators, KDOT provides the 
Kansas Rural Transit Provider Handbook  which discusses program guidance for the FTA sections 5310 and 5311 
programs. Listed below are just two of the items covered in the Handbook : 

• “Managing FTA/State Secured Property” 
• “Maintenance” 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Kentucky has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Kentucky has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Kentucky has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
KDOT does conduct vehicle safety inspections of their 5310 and 5311 vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. KY ST § 189.580 states that any person in an accident involving an injury, fatality or property damage 
exceeding $500 report such accident to the police. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Louisiana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Louisiana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Louisiana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
DOTD conducts biennial inspections of the 5309, 5310 and 5311 program vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. LA R.S. 32:398 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or property damage in excess of five hundred dollars shall…Immediately, by the quickest means of 
communication, give notice of the accident to the local police department if the accident occurs within an 
incorporated city or town or, if the accident occurs outside of an incorporated city or town, to the nearest 
sheriff's office or state police station.”  The loss, damage or theft of an FTA-funded vehicle must be reported to 
DOTD. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. ME ST T. 23 § 4204 states: “It is declared to be the policy of the State of Maine that adequate, safe and 
efficient transportation facilities and services are essential to the economic growth of the State and the well-
being of its people and that the planning and development of such facilities and services shall be coordinated by 
a state department of transportation with overall responsibility for balanced transportation policy and planning.” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s  Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Maine has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Maine has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. ME ST T. 29-A § 1751 states: “[A] motor vehicle required to be registered in this State must have an 
annual inspection. A person may have a motor vehicle inspected more frequently.” 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. MDOT/Office of Public Transit performs the vehicle inspections for the 5310 and 5311 program vehicles. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. ME ST T. 29-A § 2251 states that an accident resulting in bodily injury or death to a person or apparent 
property damage of $1,000 or more must be reported immediately by the quickest means of communication to a 
state police officer, or to the nearest state police field office. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the trans it bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Maryland has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Maryland has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers, including medical examination requirements. 
However, personnel of publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. MD ADC § 11.22.01.03 states that all vehicles must be inspected once every 12 months or every 25,000 
miles, whichever comes first. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. MD TRANS § 20-107 states: “The driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results in bodily 
injury to or death of any person shall, within 15 days after the accident report the matter in writing to the [Motor 
Vehicle] Administration.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

Yes. Every vehicle operated by a private carrier under the Transportation Division or other transportation 
authorities created (e.g. Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority) are required to apply for a motor bus 
permit which carries with it the obligation to abide by state-mandated safety regulations (see below). 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Massachusetts has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. All publicly operated vehicles are subject 
to standards prompted by safety objectives are set forth in Title 220, Code of MA Regulations, section 155. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Massachusetts has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. The Division’s regulations for publicly 
operated vehicles address safety, hours of service and attention to duty for all drivers. The regulations do not 
apply to non-driving personnel such as dispatchers. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Massachusetts has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. All publicly operated buses are subject to 
annual safety inspections, along with the Divis ion’s initial inspection of a new start. Additional safety 
inspections of each transit bus are made by the Division’s inspectors on a periodic basis. The Division’s 
inspections are conducted as Level 5 (Terminal) inspections, using the recommended North American Standard 
Driver-Vehicle Inspection Procedure as established by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance. Facilities are 
not required to be inspected by this Division, however, if the bus company/transit agency conducts their own 
state inspections, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 90, those facilities are subject to inspection by the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. Publicly operated buses are subject to annual inspections, however, some companies/transit agencies are 
licensed Inspection Stations, therefore they may inspect their own vehicles. These inspectors are licensed by 
the Registry of Motor Vehicles, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 90, § 7W, and the emissions portion of the inspections 
must be conducted by a certified inspector, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 90, § 7Y. 
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8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. The Division’s requirements are addressed at 220 CMR 155.02(9) which states in part: “The owner of a 
motor bus which is involved in any accident resulting in loss of life or serious personal injury or considerable 
property damage shall forthwith report said accident to the Division. Any investigations by the Division are 
conducted by its inspectors per order of the Director/Assistant Director.” 

The Registry’s requirements at M.G.L. c. 90 § 26 require accident reports be filed by every person operating a 
motor vehicle which is involved in an accident in which any person is killed or injured or in which there is 
damage in excess of one thousand dollars to any one vehicle or other property, within five days after such 
accident file a report in writing to the Registrar. Any investigations are subject to the jurisdiction of the police 
department having jurisdiction on the way where such accident occurred. 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2. Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, MDOT requires transit agencies to submit a Vehicle Maintenance Plan (VMP). See question 7 
below. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Michigan has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. State of Michigan Act 265 of Public Acts of 1996 adopts certain provisions of the FMCSR including Part 
391 (Subpart E) which details medical qualifications for commercial truck and bus drivers. However, this 
legislation excludes certain groups of drivers including public transit bus drivers. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Private for-hire intrastate vehicles and limousines are subject to annual inspections. However, transit 
agencies are required to submit a VMP for approval. The VMP must address all of the components listed in the 
MDOT Preventive Maintenance Manual, and MDOT representatives conduct biannual inspections to confirm 
that maintenance is being performed according to approved VMP. Administrative rules allow for MDOT to 
adjust or withhold project funds that are awarded, or may alter project scopes when an agency fails to maintain 
project equipment pursuant to the project contract. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. The state inspects private for-hire intrastate vehicles. However, public transit vehicle inspections are done 
by each transit agency. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. MI ST 257.622 states: “The driver of a motor vehicle involved in an accident that injures or kills any 
person, or that damages property to an apparent extent totaling $400 or more, shall immediately report that 
accident at the nearest or most convenient police station, or to the nearest or most convenient police officer.” 
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9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. Mn.Stat. § 174.01 states: “In order to provide a balanced transportation system, including…highways, 
motor carriers…public transit, a department of transportation is created.” Subdivision 2, furthermore, provides: 
“The goals of the state transportation system are…(1) to provide safe transportation for users throughout the 
state….” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus ope rator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Minnesota has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. The state has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. The FMCSR have been adopted for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt 
from any standards under these regulations. In lieu of a state mandate, MnDOT conducts thorough inspections 
of all 5310 program vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. MN ST § 169.09 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in bodily injury to or 
death of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more, shall forward a written 
report of the accident to the commissioner of public safety within ten days thereof.” 
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9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Mississippi has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Mississippi has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Pursuant to MS ST § 63-13-7, the State Public Safety Department requires that all passenger vehicles 
undergo annual inspections of basic mechanical systems. State-mandated inspections include basic mechanical 
systems, windshields horns flashers and emissions. Moreover, the MS DOT Public Transit Division also does 
routine monitoring of its 5310 and 5311 vehicles. Inspections by the Division staff are limited to insuring that 
safety/emergency equipment is up to date, functioning; that pre-trip inspections are done daily; and that 
maintenance and repairs are done per standard operating procedures. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. MS ST § 63-3-411 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of $500 or more shall immediately, by the quickest 
means of communication, give notice of the collision to the local police department if the collision occurs 
within an incorporated municipality, or if the collision occurs outside of an incorporated municipality to the 
nearest sheriff's office or highway patrol station…The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in 
injury to or death of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more shall forward 
within 10 days after such accident, a written report of such accident to the department.” 
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MS DOT requires the reporting of all accidents for FTA interest vehicles, but does no investigation above and 
beyond local law enforcement. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. However, all motor carriers in the state are subject to registration and insurance requirements of the 
MCRS. Publicly operated vehicles, however, are not subject to MCRS oversight. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Missouri has adopted the FMCSR for its intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Missouri has adopted all FMCSR with regard to hours of service, reviews of driver records and requires 
physical qualifications where drivers must receive a medical examiner’s certificate that he/she is qualified to 
drive a commercial motor vehicle. However, drivers employed by state and local governments are exempt from 
these requirements. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. All motor vehicles, except for publicly operated vehicles, are subject to biennial inspections. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. Operators must report any accident with another vehicle in which a fatality, injury or property damage in 
excess of $500 occurs within 30 days of such accident to the Director of Revenue of the state of Missouri. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Montana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Montana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Montana has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
MDT does inspections of basic equipment and systems on its 5310 and 5311 program vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. MT ST 61-7-109 states: “The operator of a motor vehicle that is in any manner involved in an accident 
within this state in which a person is killed or injured or in which damage to the property of a person in excess 
of $1,000 is sustained shall, within 10 days after the accident, report the matter in writing to the department [of 
Motor Vehicles]….” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Nebraska has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Nebraska has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Nebraska has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers.  However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. Motor vehicles involved in an accident resulting in property damage of $500 or more, bodily injury or a 
fatality must be reported to the Highway Safety Section in the Traffic Engineering Division of the Nebraska 
Department of Roads. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. TSA has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. TSA has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. NDOT has adopted standards for safety for drivers of paratransit vehicles based on federal and state 
regulations. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. TSA has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
Rural vehicles are inspected annually by the NDOT Intermodal Planning Division, Transit Section. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. NV ST 706.251 states: “Every person operating a vehicle used by any motor carrier under the jurisdiction 
of the authority shall forthwith report each accident occurring on the public highway, wherein the vehicle may 
have injured the person or property of some person other than the person or property carried by the vehicle, to 
the sheriff or other peace officer of the county where the occurred.” 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. However, TSA will conduct ride-along and follow-along checks of commercial vehicle driver performance 
if a complaint is received, as well as inspection of the driver’s record. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. New Hampshire has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. Additional vehicle standards are listed in 
the NH Administrative Code Part SAF-C §§ 3327.01 et.seq. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. New Hampshire has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Annual inspections are required. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. NH ST § 264:25 states: “Any person driving a vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident or 
any person who owns a vehicle which was illegally parked when it was involved in an accident shall within 15 
days after such accident report in writing to the division the facts required hereunder together with a statement 
of the circumstances if any person is injured or killed, or if damage to property is in excess of $1,000, unless the 
accident is investigated by a police officer….” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. N.J.S.A. 48:4-2.1(d) states: “The Legislature finds that bus safety is of paramount importance to the 
residents of this State, to those traveling on the public highways or in public places within the State, and to the 
many tourists and travelers who visit this State’s many diverse tourist and business destinations.” 

Additionally, in the New Jersey Transit Corporation’s (NJT) enabling legislation, NJ ST 27:25-2 states: “The 
Legislature hereby finds and declares that: a. The provision of efficient, coordinated, safe and responsive public 
transportation is an essential public purpose which promotes mobility, serves the needs of the transit dependent, 
fosters commerce, conserves limited energy resources, protects the environment and promotes sound land use 
and the revitalization of our urban centers.” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, the state’s public bus carrier, NJT, has a formal bus safety program plan. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

Yes. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:4-3 and N.J.A.C. 16:51 et.seq., intrastate “autobus” carriers are required to have a 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, which includes safety requirements. (There has been some 
federal preemption of this state certification require ment in recent years relative to charter buses.) The public 
carrier, NJT, is not required to have such a certificate, but it is covered by NJDOT’s safety oversight 
jurisdiction under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 27:25-8. Certain for-hire operations are not covered by state 
certificates as they are statutorily excluded from the definition of “autobus” (e.g. county paratransit operations, 
jitney services, limousines, etc.) Likewise, there are significant numbers of interstate operators in NJ which 
operate pursuant to a Federal permit and not under a state certificate. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. There are standards for transit buses including charter buses, vans, small buses, etc. The state has adopted 
the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, some of these federal standards may not be applicable to publicly-
owned vehicles (e.g. signage requirements). 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. New Jersey has adopted the FMCSR fitness-for-duty requirements for commercial motor carriers. NJT 
has fitness-for-duty requirements incorporated into its operating systems. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. All transit buses must be inspected for safety every six months. These periodic inspections are 
comprehensive. They include brake tests, major system components, etc. These periodic inspections are 
conducted at the carrier’s garages. NJDOT does an initial review of facilities for purposes of determining 
suitability for vehicle inspections. While excluded from this provision, NJT also conducts a thorough review of 
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its facilities annually. Certain smaller transit vehicles not used in route service are considered limousines and 
are inspected as such. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. The state conducts inspections on private carriers, which alternates with self-inspection programs of 
certified autobus and interstate carriers based in NJ; thus, the carrier is authorized to conduct a self-inspection of 
its vehicles with NJDOT conducting at least one inspection on each vehicle over the period of a year. 

NJT has an internal bus maintenance program, and each of its buses is independently inspected every six 
months by NJDOT. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. NJ ST 39:4-130 states: “The driver of a vehicle or street car involved in an accident resulting in injury to 
or death of any person, or damage to property of any one person in excess of $500.00 shall by the quickest 
means of communication give notice of such accident to the local police department or to the nearest office of 
the county police of the county or of the State Police, and in addition shall within 10 days after such accident 
forward a written report of such accident to the division on forms furnished by it.” There are also reporting and 
investigation requirements associated with bus accidents and incidents, such as grade-crossing accidents, 
overturned buses, runaway buses, and fatal/serious injury accidents. NJDOT conducts these investigations. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. New Mexico has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. There are vehicle standards imposed by the NMDOT Public Transportation Programs Bureau (PTPB) 
in its Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) and in the State Management Plan (SMP) for Federal interest 
vehicles. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. New Mexico has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. New Mexico has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. PTPB or its authorized representatives have the right to conduct periodic inspections for the purpose of 
confirming proper maintenance on FTA interest vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. NM ST § 66-7-207 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in bodily injury to or 
death of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of five hundred dollars ($500) or more shall 
within five days after the accident forward a written report of the accident to the state highway and 
transportation department.” The MOA requires all sub-grantees to report all accidents to Federal interest 
vehicles to PTPB. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes. Article 9-B, section 215 of New York’s Transportation Law states: “The legislature hereby finds and 
declares that the state has a responsibility to insure the safety of public transportation systems.” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

Yes. Section 17-b of the Transportation Law states: “[E]very transportation authority and every other public 
transportation operator or carrier receiving mass transportation operating assistance…either directly from the 
department of transportation or through a county or mu nicipality…shall prepare and publicize a plan for 
transportation safety, including but not limited to equipment maintenance procedures, personnel safety training 
programs, accident reporting systems, passenger safety practices and the persons responsible for the 
implementation of such practices and programs. Every authority and every other public transportation operator 
or carrier required herein to file such a plan shall review such plan biennially and amend such plan if 
amendments are necessary.” 

3. Is a s tate permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

Yes. Operating Authority to provide public transportation services comes in many forms in NY. Many urban 
operators derive their authority from a municipal franchise. Others from the state Legislature which over time 
established several transportation authorities to serve regional needs. Still others provide service pursuant to 
authority granted by the Commissioner of NYSDOT. All of the municipally -franchised operators and the state 
authorities receive operating assistance and are therefore subject to PTSB oversight. Other operators that are 
not subject to PTSB oversight are required to have their vehicles inspected twice annually and drivers must 
comply with extensive driver physical, licensing, training and oversight requirements of the DMV which are 
applicable to all bus operators. While not presently used for pre-screening operators, authority operators with a 
poor safety record can be suspended. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. New York State has an extensive set of vehicle standards (17 NYCRR Part 721) which form the 
foundation for its semi -annual comprehensive safety inspection program. However, while these standards are 
not applicable to authority vehicles, PTSB encourages properties to adopt and maintain preventative 
maintenance programs consistent with manufacturer’s recommendations. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. 17 NYCRR section 723.3 hours of service requirements are as follows: 

No carrier shall permit or require any driver to drive: 

• More than 10 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty; or 
• For any period after having been on duty 15 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty. 

Furthermore, no carrier shall permit or require a driver, nor shall a driver drive for any period after: 
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•	 Having been on duty 60 hours in any 7 consecutive days if the employing motor carrier does not 
operate commercial motor vehicles every day of the week; or 

•	 Having been on duty 70 hours in any period of 8 consecutive days if the employing motor carrier 
operates motor vehicles every day of the week. 

Moreover, New York requires all prospective bus drivers to pass a medical exa mination, subsequent biennial 
medical examinations, annual checks of driving records and operating performance tests (biennial behind-the-
wheel tests and retesting in the event a driver has been involved in three accidents within an eighteen-month 
period). 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Commercial motor carriers are required to be inspected twice annually as part of NYSDOT’s 
comprehensive safety inspection program. NYSDOT’s inspections cover 188 areas and take approximately 1 
hour to complete, including a performance brake stop. Municipal and authority buses are exempt from that 
inspection requirement, however. Periodic PTSB site reviews of these latter properties include a review of 
preventive maintenance records and a sample inspection of vehicles. 

There is no special program that deals with facilities, except to the extent that those facilities used for NYSDOT 
inspections are required to meet appropriate OSHA standards for the safety of our own employees. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. All inspections of non-authority vehicles are carried out by NYSDOT Motor Vehicle Inspectors. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. All PTSB properties are required to report to PTSB staff any fatality or injury resulting from an accident 
involving a motor vehicle subject to NYSDOT inspection or by mechanical failure. Additionally, mechanical 
failures, evidence of intrusion into the body of a vehicle of carbon monoxide, exhaust fumes emitted from such 
vehicle, or other noxious gases or smoke, smoke (other than normal exhaust) emanating from the engine or any 
other part of the vehicle, and presence of or emission of sparks, flame or fire. 

All accidents and incidences must be reported to the NYSDOT. PTSB staff will investigate those accidents 
meeting its criteria, but the properties too are expected to have their own investigation capabilities. 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

Yes. Article 19-A requires a biennial behind-the-wheel driving test conducted by supervisory personnel of the 
carrier or outside supervisory personnel, to include defensive driving performance. Such driving test may be 
conducted during the driver’s normal daily operations and shall also include: 

• Pretrip inspection 
• Placing the vehicle in operation 
• Use of the vehicle’s controls and emergency equipment 
• Operating the vehicle in traffic and while passing other vehicles 
• Turning the vehicle 
• Braking and slowing the vehicle by means other than braking 
• Backing and parking the vehicle 

In addition, all motor carriers must require each driver biennially to complete a written or oral examination 
testing the knowledge of the rules of the road, defensive driving practices and the laws regulating driving a bus 
in NY. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However NCDOT provides a model safety plan for local systems to use. See Notes below. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. North Carolina has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. North Carolina has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. North Carolina has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. NC ST § 20-166.1 provides that the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident involving an injury, fatality 
or property damage must immediately, by the quickest means of communication, notify the appropriate law 
enforcement agency of the accident. If the accident occurred in a city or town, the appropriate agency is the 
police department of the city or town. If the accident occurred outside a city or town, the appropriate agency is 
the State Highway Patrol or the sheriff's office or other qualified rural police of the county where the accident 
occurred. Moreover, a database of accidents and incidents is currently being instituted to collect all accident 
with over $500 in damages, injuries and fatalities. The NCDOT Public Transportation Division (PTD) will 
collect and analyze the data. Current plans are to collect data from rural vehicles only. 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. However, PTD conducts periodic site visits to rural systems. Vehicle operators are observed and evaluated 
while in revenue service. 
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NOTES: 

The North Carolina Model Safety Plan centers on the state’s basic transit safety philosophy. It provides transit 
operators in-depth reasons and goals for having a safety plan, and explains the role and responsibility of transit 
management and operations with respect to safety. Moreover, the Plan explains to each employee his or her part in 
maintaining a safe environment and provides Best Practices to achieve such conditions. Areas focused on in the 
Plan include: 

• Maintenance 
• Facilities Management 
• Training 
• Fire Prevention 
• Driver Instruction (including guidelines for hiring) 
• Wheelchair Securement 
• Bloodborne Pathogens 
• Accident/Incident Reporting 
• Drug and Alcohol Testing 
• Vehicle Safety 
• Preventative Maintenance and Maintenance Records 
• Passenger Safety (elderly, handicapped, children, etc.) 
• Office Safety (incl. Promoting Safe Employee Conduct and Workplace Violence), etc. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. North Dakota has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. North Dakota has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. North Dakota has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. ND ST 39-08-09 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person, or property damage to an apparent extent of at least one thousand dollars, shall immediately give 
notice of the accident to the local police department if the accident occurs within a mu nicipality, otherwise to 
the office of the county sheriff or the state highway patrol.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

Yes. The ODOT Office of Transit mandates that the rural transit systems and the small urbanized systems 
prepare a Vehicle Safety Plan based upon our Model Vehicle Safety Program, see Notes below. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment s afety standards? 

Yes. Ohio has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Ohio has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Buses with a capacity of 16 (plus the driver) are subject to annual state inspections. However, publicly 
operated carriers are exempt. See Notes below. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. OH ST § 4509.06 states: “The driver of any motor vehicle which is in any manner involved in a motor 
vehicle accident within six months of the accident may forward a written report of the accident to the registrar 
of motor vehicles on a form prescribed by the registrar alleging that a driver or owner of any other vehicle 
involved in the accident was uninsured at the time of the accident.” Moreover, 5311 rural transit systems report 
the number of bus accidents and breakdowns as part of their quarterly operating reports to the state. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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NOTES: 

While the Ohio PUC’s adoption of the FMCSR provision 49 CFR Part 396 required periodic self-inspection of 
commercial carriers, in February 2001, buses came under a new annual state vehicle inspection law. In 1999, a bus 
owners group began insisting on regular state inspections at a time when bus-charter accidents were well-publicized 
in other states. The new law will require that all buses and shuttles that carry 16 or more passengers have proof of 
having undergone an annual inspection and insurance. Eventually, new license plates will only be issued to buses 
and shuttles certifying zero-defects which will have to display safety inspection decals on both sides of the vehicle. 
The law is expected to provide coverage for over 5,000 vehicles, a few of which will be private, non-profit grantees 
of rural transit systems. The law will not, however, affect vehicles owned or leased by a government agency or 
political subdivision. The Ohio Highway Patrol will conduct the annual inspections. 

Moreover, the Ohio Department of Transportation Office of Transit (ODOT/OT) publishes a comprehensive safety 
plan/guidance document, The Model Vehicle Safety Program, for public transportation agencies within Ohio. The 
Program is a transit operator’s management tool for agencies to develop or improve current vehicle accident 
prevention programs. The Program covers the following areas: 

• Management Commitment to Safety Policy 
• Safety Program Responsibilities 
• Drivers – Initial 
• Drivers – Ongoing Supervision and Training 
• Emergency Driving Procedures 
• Passenger Safety 
• Vehicles and Equipment 
• Accident Management 
• Insurance Claims and Litigation Management 
• Day to Day Operations – Monitoring for Safety 

As indicated above, all rural and small urban systems are required by ODOT/OT to have a Vehicle Safety Plan. 
ODOT/OT is authorized to curtail state funding to systems that fail to, or are late in filing Vehicle Safety Plans with 
ODOT/OT. However, presently, all applicable systems in Ohio have filed Plans. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Oklahoma has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Oklahoma has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. OK ST T. 47 § 854 states: “The Commissioner of Public Safety shall require that every motor 
vehicle…registered or operated in this state, be inspected once a year at official inspections stations…” 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections ? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. OK ST T. 47 § 10-108 states: “The operator of a motor vehicle which is in any manner involved in a 
collision upon any road, street, highway or elsewhere within this state resulting in bodily injury to or death of 
any person or in which it is apparent that damage to one vehicle or other property is in excess of $300 shall 
forward a written report of such collision to the Department if settlement of the collision has not been made 
within 6 months after the date of the accident and provided that if a settlement has been made a report of such 
settlement must be made by the parties.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy state d in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Oregon has adopted the FMCSR vehicle standards for intrastate carriers. However, these standards do not 
apply to publicly operated vehicles. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Oregon has adopted the FMCSR fitness-for-duty standards for intrastate vehicle drivers. However, these 
standards do not apply to personnel of publicly operated vehicles. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Oregon has adopted the FMCSR vehicle standards for intrastate carriers. However, these standards do not 
apply to publicly operated vehicles. 

7. If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. Oregon has adopted the FMCSR vehicle inspection requirements for intrastate vehicles, but these 
standards do not apply to publicly operated vehicles. However, the ODOT Public Transit Division (PTD) has a 
schedule to inspect a majority of vehicles in a three-year cycle, including records and facilities. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. Any accident occurring on a highway or upon premises open to the public resulting in injury or death to 
any person or damage to the property of any person in excess of $1,000 must be reported to ODOT. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

3.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

4. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

Yes. All common carriers within the Commonwealth must receive a certificate of public convenience from the 
PUC. 

5. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Vehicle standards, which substantially follow FMCSR, are listed at Title 67, section 231.201 et.seq. 
Operators are not prohibited from using equipment and accessories not inconsistent with FMCSR Part 393 – 
Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation. 

6. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. PA has adopted the FMCSR for its intrastate carriers. No carrier shall permit or require any driver to 
drive: 

• More than 10 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty; or 
• For any period after having been on duty 15 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty. 

Furthermore, no carrier shall permit or require a driver, nor shall a driver drive for any period after: 

•	 Having been on duty 60 hours in any 7 consecutive days if the employing motor carrier does not 
operate commercial motor vehicles every day of the week; or 

•	 Having been on duty 70 hours in any period of 8 consecutive days if the employing motor carrier 
operates motor vehicles every day of the week. 

PA has also adopted the FMCSR for reviews of driver records and requires physical qualifications where 
drivers must receive a medical examiner’s certificate that he/she is qualified to drive a commercial motor 
vehicle. However, drivers employed by state and local governments are exempt from this latter requirement. 

7.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Transit vehicles are inspected semi -annually. 
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8.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. PaDOT conducts the inspections. 

9. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. If a police officer does not investigate an accident resulting in death or injury, the driver of a vehicle 
which is in any manner involved in the accident shall, within 5 days of the accident, forward a written report of 
the accident to PaDOT. PaDOT has the authority to conduct analyses of accident characteristics and formulate 
mitigation strategies to reduce the potential for future accidents. 

10. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

NOTES: 

Although governmental transit agencies in PA fall under the jurisdiction of PaDOT, it is possible for PUC to exert 
authority over some of their operations, thus, legally, triggering the requirement of medical examinations for those 
vehicle operators e.g. if a Southeast Pennsylvania Transportation Authority vehicle transported a private party 
within PA, the driver would technically be required to have had medical clearance to operate the vehicle. As noted 
above, PUC and PaDOT authority is essentially modeled on FMCSR, and, along with the State Police, these entities 
are ultimately endeavoring to enforce the same safety goals. However, PUC does reserve the authority to inspect 
and audit all certified carriers if safety issues warrant such action. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Rhode Island has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers, such as 
the RI Public Transit Authority (RIPTA), are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Rhode Island has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6. Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Periodic inspections are conducted on all motor vehicles. RIPTA performs limited inspections (e.g. 
brakes, tires, etc.). 5310 and 5311 are inspected every six months, the former vehicles inspected more 
thoroughly than the latter. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person, or in which 
the damage to property of any one person including the driver is in excess of $500 shall within 21 days after the 
accident, forward a written report of the accident to the division of motor vehicles on forms provided by the 
division. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. South Carolina adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. South Carolina adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. South Carolina adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. Furthermore, once a year, facilit ies are inspected by the SCDOT Mass Transit Office. These 
inspections include safety items in the shop and the vehicles as well as all maintenance records. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. SC Stat. § 56-5-1260 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death 
of any person shall immediately by the quickest means of communication, whether oral or written, give notice 
of such accident to the local police department if such accident occurs within a municipality, otherwise to the 
office of the county sheriff or the nearest office of the South Carolina Highway Patrol. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan require d? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. South Dakota has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. South Dakota has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Vehicles with a capacity of 16 passengers (with driver) must be inspected annually. Transit operators 
with vehicles under this limit are encouraged to have such vehicles inspected. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. SD ST § 32-34-7 states: “The driver of any motor vehicle involved in an accident resulting in bodily 
injuries or death to any person or property damage to an apparent extent of one thousand dollars or more to any 
one person's property or two thousand dollars per accident shall immediately, by the quickest means of 
communication, give notice of the accident to the nearest available law enforcement officer who has 
jurisdiction.” Moreover, 5311 program operators mu st report any injury or fatality to the SDDOT. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, TDOT is working on developing a state safety plan that will require SSPPs of all public transit 
systems. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Tennessee has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt? 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Tennessee has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt? 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Tennessee has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. TN ST § 55-12-104 states: “The operator of a motor vehicle which is in any manner involved in an 
accident within this state in which any person is killed or injured, or in which damage to the property of any 1 
person, including the operator, in excess of $400 is sustained, shall report the matter in writing to the 
commissioner within 20 days after the occurrence of such accident.” Moreover, section 5311 vehicle providers 
are required to report their accidents to TDOT. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, TxDOT Public Transportation Division (PTD) has drafted a Bus Safety Oversight Program for 
comment. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Texas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Texas has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated vehicles 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Title 37, Chapter 23 of the Texas Administrative Code mandates that all intrastate commercial motor 
vehicles registered in the state pass an annual inspection of all safety equipment required by the FMCSR of 
vehicles that are designed to carry more than 15 passengers, including the driver. However, publicly-owned 
vehicles are exempt from this requirement. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. TX Transportation § 550.026 states that the operator of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in 
injury to or death of a person or damage to a vehicle to the extent that it cannot be normally and safely driven 
shall immediately communicate notice of the accident to the local police or sheriff’s office. However, a 
revision to the Administrative Code will include the requirement to report all injuries, fatalities, non-arson fires 
and the money threshold provision of property damage greater than $1,000. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Utah has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Utah has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Utah has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 
UDOT performs comprehensive biennial inspections of the 5310 and 5311 program vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. UT ST § 41-6-35 states: “The department may require any operator of a vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person or total property damage to the apparent extent of $1,000 or more to 
file within ten days after the request…a written report of the accident to the department….” Moreover, UDOT 
requires its 5310 and 5311 program operators to comply with Accident/Incident reporting procedures as 
outlined in the State Management Plan. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Vermont has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated vehicles are exemp t. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Vermont has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
vehicles are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. All vehicles are required to undergo annual inspections. Buses with a seating capacity of 8 or more shall 
undergo biannual inspections. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8.	 Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. All injuries, fatalities and property damage over $1,000 must be reported to the state. 

9.	 Is operating pe rformance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Virginia has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Virginia has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers 
are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. All motor vehicles are required to be inspected annually. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. VA ST § 46.2-372 provides that any person involved in an accident resulting in injury, fatality or property 
damage may make a report of it to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

FTA Transit Bus Safety Program Final Report 
Task 2 – Regulations and Oversight A-67 July 5, 2001 



1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Washington has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Washington has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Washington has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. WA ST 46.52.030 states: “[T]he driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 
death of any person or damage to the property of any one person to an apparent extent equal to or greater than 
$500 shall, within four days after such accident, make a written report of such accident to the chief of police of 
the city or town if such accident occurred within an incorporated city or town or the county sheriff or state 
patrol if such accident occurred outside incorporated cities and towns….” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

Yes.  WV ST § 24A-1-1 states: “It is hereby declared to be the purpose and policy of the Legislature in enacting 
this chapter to confer upon the public service commission of West Virginia, in addition to all other powers 
conferred and duties imposed upon it by law, the power, authority and duty to supervise and regulate the 
transportation of persons and property for hire by motor vehicles upon or over the public highways of this state 
so as to: (a) Protect the safety and welfare of the traveling and shipping public in their use of transportation 
agencies by motor vehicle…” 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, the WVDOT Division of Public Transit (DPT) requires 5311 carriers to submit Passenger, 
Vehicle and System Safety Plans (PVSSP). See Notes below. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. West Virginia has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. Standards are required of 5311 operators as per their PVSSP. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. West Virginia has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are generally exempt. 5311 operators are required to have its drivers undergo physicals once every two 
years. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. All vehicle must be inspected annually. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. WV ST § 17C-4-6 states: “The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of five hundred dollars or more shall immediately by 
the quickest means of communication, whether oral or written, give notice of such accident to the local police 
department if such accident occurs within a municipality, otherwise to the office of the county sheriff or the 
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nearest office of the West Virginia state police.”  Moreover, as the state owns all 5310/5311 vehicles, DPT asks 
that all accidents and property damage over $1,000 be reported. Moreover, all 5311 operators must report all 
accidents/incidents on a quarterly basis. 

9. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

NOTES: 

The Division of Public Transit of the WVDOT published it Safety Planning Information Directed to Emergency 
Response (SPIDER): Resource Manual. The manual provides “building blocks for the formation of a [PVSSP] 
which should be an integral part of each transportation system’s safety program.” The information discussed in the 
manual serves as a guide to form individual PVSSP, and address the following topics: 

• System Description 
• Employee Responsibilities Concerning Safety 
• Safety and Accident Review Committee Organization 
• Safety and Accident Review Committee Activities & Assessment Procedures 
• Program Implementation and Maintenance 
• Preventive Measures and Analysis 
• Standard Safety Procedures 
• Emergency Procedures 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Wisconsin has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Wisconsin has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. WI ST 110.063 states: “The [DOT] shall promulgate and enforce such rules as the department deems 
necessary in the interests of the safety of persons being transported to cover the design, construction, 
equipment, inspection and operation of motor buses…(2)(a) … the owner of the motor bus shall have it 
inspected annually…[However, this provision does] not apply to a motor bus which is operated by an urban 
mass transit system…if all of the following conditions are satisfied: 

1. The urban mass transit system regularly inspects the motor bus at least annually. 
2.	 The urban mass transit system submits the record of inspection of the motor bus to the department 

annually for examination. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. WI Stat. § 346.70 states: “The operator of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death 
of any person, any damage to state or other government-owned property, except a state or other government-
owned vehicle, to an apparent extent of $200 or more or total damage to property owned by any one person or 
to a state or other government-owned vehicle to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more shall immediately by the 
quickest means of communication give notice of such accident to the police department, the sheriff's department 
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or the traffic department of the county or municipality in which the accident occurred or to a state traffic patrol 
officer.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 

NOTES: 

See Local section for description of Wisconsin Transit Mutual Insurance Corporation (Part III , Regulations & 
Oversight). 
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1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Wyoming has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Wyoming has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, personnel of publicly operated 
carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Wyoming has adopted the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. Accident resulting in injury, fatality or property damage over $1,000 are required to be reported to and 
investigated by law enforcement. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA


1.	 Is there a polic y stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. D.C. is subject to the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. D.C. is subject to the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are generally 
exempt. Drivers of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) are subject to hours of 
service and medical examination requirements. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. D.C. is subject to the FMCSR for intrastate carriers. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

Yes. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. DC ST § 40-716 provides that any individual causing an injury or property damage in an accident shall 
report the incident to the police. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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GUAM


1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Guam has adopted the FMCSR . 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers , operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Guam has adopted the FMCSR. The Guam Mass Transit Administration’s (GMTA) contract service 
provider has adopted the Federal fitness-for-duty requirements at 49 CFR Part 391.41. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Guam Stat. T.16 § 3601 requires all motor vehicles be inspected annually by an official inspection station 
authorized or established by the Director of Revenue and Taxation. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8. Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. Guam Stat. T.16 § 19105 states: “The driver of every motor vehicle which is in any manner involved in 
any accident within Guam except on property belonging to such driver, which accident has resulted in damage 
to the property of another person in excess of $250 or in bodily injury or the death of any person, shall within 
ten (10) days of such accident report the accident to the office of the Director on a form approved by the 
Director or to the Guam Police Department.” 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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 PUERTO RICO


1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. However, the Metropolitan Bus Authority (MBA) has a SSPP. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. Puerto Rico has adopted the FMCSR. However, MBA is exempt from these regulations. 

5.	 Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. Puerto Rico has adopted the FMCSR. However, MBA personnel are exempt from these regulations. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Puerto Rico has adopted the FMCSR. However, MBA is exempt from these regulations. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8.	 Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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 AMERICAN SAMOA


1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3. Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

Yes. All operator must obtain permits from the Commission. Operators must follow all safety standards 
enacted by the Commission 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. American Samoa has adopted the FMCSR. Publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5.	 Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. American Samoa has adopted the FMCSR. Personnel of publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Annual vehicle inspections are required. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8.	 Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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 U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS


1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

2.	 Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

3.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

4.	 Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. The Virgin Islands are subject to the FMCSR. However, publicly operated carriers are exempt. 

5. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements  for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. The Virgin Islands are subject to the FMCSR. However, personnel of publicly operated carriers are 
exempt. 

6.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. Annual inspections are required of all vehicles. 

7.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

8.	 Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. 

9.	 Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

Yes. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF THENORTHERN MARIANAS 

1.	 Is there a policy stated in law that asserts the state’s responsibility for transit bus safety (or 
public transportation in general)? 

No. 

3. Is there a transit bus System Safety Program Plan required? If so, what aspects of safety are 
required to be addressed in an operator’s Plan? 

No. 

4.	 Is a state permit with safety criteria required to be obtained by the transit bus operator? 

No. 

5. Are there transit bus and equipment safety standards? 

Yes. The Commonwealth has adopted the FMCSR for commercial carriers that can accommodate 8 or more 
passengers. There are no public transit operations in the Commonwealth. 

6. Are there fitness-for-duty requirements for transit bus drivers, operators, dispatchers, etc.? 

Yes. The Commonwealth has adopted the FMCSR for personnel of commercial carriers that can accommodate 
8 or more passengers. There are no public transit operations in the Commonwealth. 

7.	 Are transit buses and facilities (e.g. maintenance shops, terminals) required to be inspected 
periodically? 

Yes. The Commonwealth has adopted the FMCSR for commercial carriers that can accommodate 8 or more 
passengers. 

8.	 If inspections are required, does the state conduct the required transit bus inspections? 

No. 

9.	 Is there required reporting/investigation of transit bus accidents and incidents? 

Yes. 

10. Is operating performance monitoring mandated? 

No. 
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